Prospectus

CHESS Spanish, Beginning Conversation, 2012-13

Mrs. Karen Dellinger

¡Bienvenido!  Welcome! The following information will help you understand my expectations and policies, so please read it carefully.  

Textbook/supplies/required resources
· The textbook to be used is Communication in Spanish: Novice/Elementary Level from the Schaum’s Foreign Language Series published by McGraw-Hill.  The ISBN # is 9780079110169 or 0079110169.  

· To avoid purchasing the wrong textbook, use the ISBN number.  Please check with me before ordering if you have questions; if a student has the wrong book, the correct one will have to be ordered to replace it.  The book comes with a cassette (unfortunately, the only audio format available for this book).  If you do not own a cassette player, let me know before classes begin.
· Students need a notebook and some type of pocket portfolio or pocket folders that can be kept in the notebook. Textbook and notebook should be brought to every class session. The homework listening/speaking practice log will be kept in the notebook.
· Flash cards are used in class for games and review, so students will need to purchase index cards for those activities when they are assigned. 

· Some assignments will involve using websites for listening and speaking practice, so students must have Internet access to be able to complete homework.

· From time to time, students may be called on to bring in props to help simulate settings for dialogs.  These would be ordinary household or personal items, or would involve minimal expense.

Overview

· This class is designed for any student interested in learning to converse in Spanish at a beginner level.  This would include younger students who want to take an introductory class prior to beginning high-school Spanish study.  Older students might be interested in learning to communicate with Spanish speakers in their churches or neighborhood, preparing for mission trips, or gaining an understanding of Spanish that could prove useful in a job, volunteer work, or study abroad.  No prior experience with Spanish is necessary.
· Much of the course material covers practical, everyday life situations.  We begin with greetings, goodbyes, introductions, expressions of courtesy, telling time, the date, and numbers.  Then we cover vocabulary and expressions related to topics like shopping, going to the bank, eating in a restaurant, staying in a hotel, talking about the weather and leisure activities.
· Grammar will not be covered in this class, and there will be very little writing.  The emphasis is on hearing, reading, and speaking Spanish.  Those who want a more thorough introductory course should consider combining this class with the  “Grammar Review for Spanish Students” class.

· Class will meet once a week for 33 weeks.

· Students who attend class as scheduled, study the requisite number of hours outside of class, and complete all coursework should be awarded credit for a full year of study.  However, this course cannot be used to fulfill a high school foreign language requirement.
Tardiness/attendance
· If students arrive after I have closed the classroom door, they need to see Mrs. Taylor at the desk before entering class.  Unexcused tardiness will be dealt with as outlined in the CHESS participation agreement.  

· An unexcused absence may result in a 0 for the day’s homework and possible follow-up with the administrator.  Please try to contact Tara Taylor or me if you know your student will be absent or arriving late.  Students who have missed a class are responsible for contacting me to arrange for making up any homework, evaluations, etc.  Students are expected to attend this class regularly; please consider your schedule for the year carefully before enrolling.
· A parent should contact me when there are any unusual circumstances or family issues that affect the student's attendance or ability to complete work on time.  

· Parents of students who will miss classes due to trips or any other planned activities must contact me at least two weeks in advance.  Students should check the homework schedule and syllabus at that time, and make arrangements to complete work as needed before they leave.
In the classroom

· The focus of our class time will be hearing and speaking Spanish.  At the beginning of the year, we will study the Spanish alphabet and the phonics of Spanish.  We will learn new vocabulary and do practice exercises and simulated situations from the text.  Students will present dialogs and other material they have memorized.  We will also play games, learn songs, and watch videos from time to time.
· Participation in all these activities is expected of every student.  Memorizing vocabulary and doing homework regularly and thoroughly are important preparations for making the most of class time.  Students should be prepared and willing to work in pairs and groups during every class session.

· Evaluations will be given in class every 3-4 weeks, based on speaking skills alone.  There are no written quizzes or tests given in class.
Homework assignments
· All students should plan to spend a full hour studying Spanish on the weekdays when we do not meet for class.  Homework will mostly consist of listening and speaking practice with the audio material that comes with the book, as well as online listening/speaking activities.  Parents will need to initial a log sheet daily to verify that their student did an hour of listening/speaking practice.  It is fine to break up the hour of study into shorter segments.
· There are some activities in the text that involve a minimal amount of writing, such as single-word or phrase answers, underlining, multiple-choice questions, etc.  Those will not be graded when assigned as homework, but I will check books when students arrive to see that they were done and credit will be given.  Students will also need to make flash cards or word game pieces on index cards when required.
· Completing homework regularly is required to remain in this class.  Students who habitually fail to complete and/or bring in their homework logs will be dealt with as outlined in the CHESS participation agreeement homework policy.

Grading/evaluation
· The main objective of this class is for students to learn to communicate orally in Spanish with confidence, not to speak Spanish without error.  Therefore, students will be able to earn a majority of their grade points by attending class, participating, and doing their homework faithfully.  However, every 3 or 4 weeks, in class, I will evaluate each student’s proficiency in communication.  This will be done using exercises or simulated situations from the text as well as presentations of memorized material.  A detailed rubric for oral evaluation scoring will be handed out early in the year.  Please note that these evaluations are a mandatory part of this class.  If a student misses class the day of an evaluation, (s)he must schedule a time to meet with me one-on-one to make up the evaluation.  No grade will be issued for a student who has not completed all evaluations for that quarter.
· No written quizzes or tests will be given for this class, either in class or at home.

· Grades and attendance reports will be issued at the end of every quarter via email, or in a print copy at parent request. Grades will be assigned based on a system of points earned.  Class attendance and participation will earn up to 300 points/quarter; completion of homework, up to 300 points/quarter; and evaluation scores, up to 400 points/quarter.  The grading scale will be:

     A   900-1000 points earned
     B   800-899
     C   700-799
     D   600-699
     F    fewer than 600 
Teacher contact information

Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns.  I want to do whatever I can to help every student have a successful year in Spanish.  Course syllabuses and homework assignments will be posted on the CHESS web page.  My email address is kdellinger@comcast.net, and my phone number is 703-753-0891.  

