2012-2013 CHESS Pre-Algebra Prospectus
Camilla Rivera – Instructor
Contact Information
Mrs. Rivera’s contact information
· Camilla.rivera@chessclasses.org
· Home Phone: 703.815.0215

· Mailing Address: 14806 Hartlaub Court, Centreville, VA 20120
Textbook and supplies

· The textbook to be used is Basic College Mathematics (Seventh edition) by Lial, Salzman, and Hestwood. We will be using the paperback edition which has the following ISBN numbers: 0321257804 or 9780321257802. Do not buy this brand new! I expect you to find a used edition for less than $20 dollars. 
· We do not need anything else that comes with the textbook. No student answers, no my math lab, no DVDs. Just the paperback edition of the textbook

· A three-ring binder to hold extra paper, and returned papers and handouts. This does not have to be a separate binder just for Pre-Algebra. Just a space in a 3-ring binder is enough.
· Four 1-subject spiral bound notebooks around 70-100 pages or four composition books. These will be referred to as the Homework Notebooks. These notebooks will be used by the student every day for their homework. I do not care if it is wide-ruled, college ruled, or grid lines. Also, I don’t expect the student to rip out the page either, so the pages don’t have to be perforated. 
· A Calculator with a square root key. 
· A $25 Copy fee is due on the first day of class.
Overview of Pre-Algebra
· Pre-Algebra is the student’s last class before Algebra and possibly the last time the instructor will teach general math the students have been learning since kindergarten. After this class, students are expected to remember it all. Percents, ratios, division, fractions, mean.  Yes, Middle School mathematics is a repeat. Some students need the review more than others, but having a solid fundamental math background will only help in future math classes. Students’ brains are still expanding, and each student is ready for Algebra at different ages. Until they are ready, repeat is necessary to try and strengthen their knowledge. 

· I expect the students in pre-algebra to be in 7th, 8th or 9th grade. If you have an older student that still needs help before algebra, give me a call and we can discuss the student and see if this is a good fit.
· This class will review whole numbers, multiplying and dividing fractions, adding and subtracting fractions, decimals, ratio and proportion, and percent. Since these items will probably not be reviewed again in future math classes, we will spend time on all these items to make sure student have mastered these items.

· Pre-Algebra will then introduce, or for some students review, measurements and conversions of both the English and metric systems, graphs and charts, middle school geometry, averages/statistics, and some basic algebra including the number line. These subjects will be covered again in Algebra, Geometry, and High School sciences. With this knowledge presented and hopefully learned, future math classes should be easier. 

· Why then are we using a college textbook for middle school math? Basic College Math is used in college, but it is really a remedial book for those college students that did not master the necessary subjects covered before Algebra was introduced. Therefore the way the authors approach each new subject in a logical and clear way is perfect for reminding a middle school student of things learned before, or teaching a middle school student some new subjects. 

In the Classroom

· Class will meet Monday and Wednesday

· Class time will be spent reviewing past material, answering any questions, presenting new material, and completing a story problem or two. During each and every class the goal will be to complete as many example problems as the time allows us.
· At the beginning of class students are expected to:

· Let the instructor know which problems they got wrong or couldn’t start.

· Show previously assigned homework in the homework notebook
· Turn-in the “Student Assessments”

· Turn in any tests.

· I would love class participation from the students, but I understand that depending on the age of the student, and the personality of the student, participation may not be possible. I will however, try to get the students to participate. (If class participation is not possible for your student, then please let me know in advance.)
Missed Class Policy

It is important that the student come to every class, although I realize that due to sickness, vacation, and possibly even traffic this may not be possible. If an absence occurs:
· Parents, please contact me so I know how long the student will be absent. If the absence will last more than a few days, together we can work out some schedule to make up the missed work.

· Ultimately it is the parent and the student’s responsibility to catch-up on any missed lectures, homework, and student assessments. Parents, please help your student cover the missed material and help catch them up as soon as possible.

· After the student returns from the absence, 

· Student must show any homework checked on the day(s) the student missed class.
· Any homework assigned on the day(s) the student was absent will be checked. If student has not yet completed the homework, he/she should complete within one week.

· Missed student assessments will be handed out, and student will be given one week to complete. 

· If a test was missed during the absence, once all homework, student assessments, review section, and practice test have been completed for the chapter, the test will be passed out and expected to be returned within one week.

· If this absence is due to illness, then it is between the parent and the student when to resume work in Pre-Algebra, but all effort must be made to catch the student up as quickly as possible. 
· If this absence is due to a vacation or other unexcused absence, parents must let the instructor know in advance that your student will be absent. Contact the instructor at least a week in advance so missed materials can be copied and given to student before missing class. 
Homework Assignments
Homework will consist of three parts: reading a section of the book, completing the assigned odd problems for that section, and completing the student assessment. At the end of each chapter the homework will be replaced with a review, a practice test, and the actual test.
· A normal homework assignment will usually be: one section to read, one set of new homework problems to complete, one set of review problems, and one student assessment. A chapter review or a chapter test will occasionally take the place of a homework assignment.

· On Mondays the student will be assigned one day of homework to be completed on Tuesday. The homework assignment should be completed before the beginning of class on Wednesday.
· On Wednesdays the student will be assigned two days of homework. One day assigned for Thursday and one day assigned for Friday. The homework assignment should be completed before the beginning of class on Monday.
All assigned homework problems should be completed in the spiral homework notebook. 

· Each section started should be started at the top of a page with the section number written at the top of the page. (Example Section 2.1)

· Every problem should have the number of the problem clearly shown at the beginning.
· The original problem should be written out: (Ex: If the problem asks you to reduce the fraction 2/4 you should at least write 2/4 and then the answer) Story problems are an exception. These problems do not have to be copied again.
· The student should show all work necessary to complete the problem. I realize some problems can be worked in your head. However, neither the student, nor the instructor can learn from a wrong answer if the problem is not documented. So, whenever possible, write out your work.
· All work in your spiral homework notebook can be as formatted as you like. Two columns, one column, only one side of paper, both sides of the paper. Complete the homework in the way you are most comfortable. Just be sure each problem is clearly marked and the answer is also easy to find.

· Students will complete assigned homework problems and check their answers in the back of the book. If the student has the answer wrong, the student should circle the number of the problem so the teacher will know that this particular problem gave them trouble. (Please note: an occasional problem will be assigned with no answer in the back of the book. These problems will be checked in class.) Do not erase and redo the missed problem, this does not help me know what gave you problems. Now the student can do two things:

· Attempt the problem again. Do not erase the previous work, just try the problem again. Now see if you have the correct answer. Also, see if you can figure out what you did wrong the first time.

· If they have no idea what they did wrong then be ready to ask about this problem the next time I see the student in class.

Student Assessments

· On most days, the student will be sent home a page of homework that will be turned in for grading. This homework will be on a separate piece of paper, and will be typed up and provided by the instructor. This homework will be called the “Student Assessment”. The Student Assessment will contain questions that do not have the answer in the book. I will collect these at the beginning of class, grade, and return at the next class. These will help me to assess the understanding of the student. Also, these assessments will count toward the student’s grade.
The Role of the Parent

Parents, depending on the age of your student, this class may require some help from you. In the beginning, students will more than likely need a lot of help from you to complete this class. This may be the first time a student has had to stick to a schedule. It is all very new, and sometimes overwhelming. Here are the things I expect from you the parent.

· Parents need to help student keep to the schedule. Check to be sure they are completing all assigned tasks.

· Parents are expected to help their students learn how to study a textbook. Parents cannot just hand the Pre-Algebra book to the student and expect good results. Work with them in the beginning to see if they have the skills to glean the necessary information to successfully pass the module. (Some students may require help the entire school year.) Become familiar with the book, and show them how to use the book to help them learn.

· Parents, either you or your student must check the answers to the homework questions. Who should grade is between you and the student. Just please be sure answers are checked for every problem.

· Parents must proctor the test. I will provide all material necessary for the test except a pencil. 

· While the student is taking the test; phones, email, the book, notes, homework notebook, and any study helps must be removed from the student’s possession. 

· After the student has completed the test, a parent should look over each and every test to be sure the student completed all questions, place the test in an envelope, seal the envelope, and sign and date over the envelope seal. Tests are turned in at the next class.
· Please contact me as soon as a scheduled absence is known. I will work with the parents to decide what will be the best course to make up these absences.

· A parent must contact me after an unscheduled absence occurs. (See missed class policy for more details.)

The Role of the Student
· Students are expected to:
· Follow the daily schedule: read the assigned section;  complete, check and correct all assigned work problems, and 
· Complete all student assessment questions to your best ability showing all your work.
· After any absence, it is up to the student to learn the missed material, and complete all the missed assignments. 

·  Students must bring the following items every week: pencil or pen, Pre-Algebra book, current spiral homework notebook, student assessment homework, and the 3-ring binder with the pre-algebra handouts you are collecting. Homework points will be awarded for all these items.
Where to order the books
· To order your copy of the textbook, use the ISBN to search at amazon or other used book site. I suggest you purchase the book with a “very good” or “almost new” rating.  Or look for sellers that mention no marking in the book.

· My favorite website for locating used books is: www.dealoz.com. This website searches over 100 used books stores and finds the best deals.
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