IMHO (In My Humble Opinion): Logic
Course Information:

· Teacher contact information

· lyonchessteach@aol.com
· 703-273-1195

· Course objectives
· This class has two general goals: (1) to acquaint students with formal logic and (2) to provide a safe environment for older teens to present/support their opinions about topics of interest to them. Students will learn to identify statements and their relationships, translate common English into standard categorical statements, identify valid arguments, work with syllogisms and recognize/avoid fallacies. Students will also have the opportunity to practice the skills they learn during class time. The class will develop their own rules and list of topics that are acceptable to all involved. Students will then research the topic agreed upon for the next class, prepare for discussion and record their reactions to the discussion.  
· General learning skills to be enhanced are note-taking, research, discussion, time-management, critical thinking, presenting arguments, self-evaluation and completion of long-term projects. 
· Students who take full advantage of the opportunity to learn in this course will be comfortable with introductory logic terminology, with supporting their viewpoints soundly avoiding emotional reactions, with critically evaluating the reasoning/arguments of others, and with orally presenting research/arguments.
· The format of the course is lecture and discussion. Class time will be divided in half. The first 30 minutes will be devoted to the introduction of new material and the review of old.  Some students make note cards to study, some develop charts, some read additional material on the topics, but students will need to take the next week at home to become comfortable with the content of the class. The second half of the class will be open to students to discuss a topic of their choice using the tools they have learned to that point. Current events tend to be the source of the topics, although general issues such as free speech, criminal justice, the environment, sports, the media, etc. have also been researched and discussed. Students will need to be respectful of the opinions of classmates, come to class prepared, and be willing to make changes to the process as needed.
· There will be weekly homework assignments but no tests. Open notebook quizzes will determine if the students are taking good notes! Students will make two presentations to the class. These should be as creative as the student can muster. Examples of creative presentations have been puppet shows, poetry, powerpoint presentations, comic strips, skits, movie clip presentations, “courtroom” drama. The idea is to show the level to which the student can apply the raw facts. One essay arguing any of the topics discussed in class will be expected during the last month of the class. Students will negotiate a due date and then be expected to comply. Students taking full advantage of the opportunities presented will easily achieve 1 full credit.
Grading Information:

· The method of evaluation for this class is observation in classroom in terms of preparation, participation, grasp of information and comportment. Projects are evaluated based on age and experience of the learner, adherence to instructions, thought and creativity used, and seriousness of engagement in the activity. Parents should evaluate the effort, seriousness and attitude demonstrated toward work at home. Feedback is given in narrative form. 

· There is no grading scale per se. Students will be told when/how they achieved the goal and where/how they fell short. They will be given an opportunity to rethink and adapt. Assessment is based on the student’s age, educational maturity and learning style/needs.

· Rubric: Preparation; Participation; Time Management; Respect for learning, subject matter, classmates and tutor’s time; Grasp of new material; Completion of projects; Insight; Industry; Enjoyment of learning
Homework Policy

· Homework is expected on the scheduled date. The work in this class is intended as follow-up/ practice of new material.  It is not graded. Students who don’t complete the homework will not be able to move on to the next topic as the material does not stand alone. This will be reflected in their class assessment. Students will be expected to complete all homework. 
· The projects/take home quizzes will have specific due dates. Exceptions will be made on an individual basis and, in all but emergency cases, in advance. This allows for students to plan for times their schedule might be heavy and ask for an extension. I am willing to do this without penalty. Planning is one of the goals of this class. 
· Students may complete in-class any written assignments at home if they miss them. Students will be expected to get missed notes from classmates. Handouts/assignments needed for preparation for next class can be emailed to the student upon request.
Required Materials

· No text book. $15.00 supply fee. 
· Large Binder 

· Hole punch (bring to class to secure handouts in binder BEFORE leaving class.)

· Access to internet, library etc. for research

· Access to newspapers and other news media 

· Access to printer, Xerox etc will make research collection easier. (Hand written research is more than acceptable.
· Completed introductory assignment on first day (can pick up at the August open house or request from me once class is determined to be “a go.”

Role of Parent

· Parents will be expected to read all handouts, be aware of their child’s assignments and to encourage and provide support when necessary. It is particularly important for you to familiarize yourself with the nature of projects during the first couple of weeks and monitor/assist with your child’s time management of these tasks. 
· Parents should insure that their child is prepared for class each week. This will require reviewing assignments each week with their child. I encourage parents to do this right after the class. If there are questions or concerns they can be addressed in advance.  . 
· I ask students to be aware of current events. Access to newspapers, magazines, tv, radio or internet is necessary
· Each parent is encouraged to discuss the content of the class with their child after each meeting. This allows them to show off new learning! It will also help them to generalize the information presented as well help you assess his/her ability to use the material. It also allows you, their teacher, to make connections to other studies and topics currently of importance in your homeschooling agenda.
Date __________________

IMHO (In My Humble Opinion) Intro Assignment

Our class is about thinking AND expressing your opinions. We will study formal logic and play logic games to hone your critical thinking skills. So… before you come to our first meeting, try this puzzle. Some of you may find it easy and others may not know where to start. Think of this as a pre-test – a way for you to start figuring out your strengths and weaknesses. Be prepared to give your results and share any hints or frustrations with your classmates. Write your answer on the bottom of the page. This will be the first thing filed in your notebook. Also, file any notes you took as you worked on this. Discovering the “way” you think is very important. Have fun!

A woman is vacationing on the isle of Beguile, where natives always lie and visitors always tell the truth. Three men greet her as they pass. The blond fellow says, “We are all natives.” The guy with brown hair says, “Only one of us is a visitor.” And the man with red hair states, “You are a beautiful woman.” Is she?

