2012-2013 CHESS CLASSES
Fearless Public Speaking & Presentations

“The human brain starts working the moment you are born 

and never stops until you stand up to speak in public.”  
~ Oscar Wilde

One Semester course        Instructor: Betsy Dill 

· Email address: betsydill@verizon.net
· Alternative means of communication: 703-803-9447   www.betsydill.com 
Who Needs Public Speaking?                                                                                                         Time spent in an effective public speaking course is an investment in the future. Every career depends on the persuasive transfer of information in an engaging fashion. Begin that training in a fun, no-stress atmosphere where humor is welcome and peers are supportive. Learn to research your own interests, organize that content, design effective visual aids, learn the mechanics of delivery, and best of all remain relaxed in the spotlight. Start one-on-one, and then gradually increase your audience size. Stage Fright victims warmly welcomed! =) We start small and gradually work up to addressing the class.
Course Goals: 

- Learn to relax while making presentations (maybe even enjoy them)!
- Develop skills in oral and visual presentations.
- Become a more competent communicator in small group discussions  
- Organize the research necessary for a compelling presentation.

- Respectfully evaluate peers’ oral communication skills 

- Be able to defend your own ideas (as well as listen to and consider the ideas of others)

Future Benefits:                                                                                                                                        While your sphere of influence varies throughout your lifetime, the same strategies that impress your teachers today may enhance your future career. Learn to appeal to your audience’s emotions AND their logic with proper preparation, creative delivery, supportive handouts, and exciting visuals.
How will these objectives be achieved?                                                                                               This one-semester class is all about creative activities. In addition to learning the basics of public speaking, we will practice these skills by hosting a class news show, learning improv techniques while interviewing people on a talk show, and experience other lively “practice sessions!” I send out weekly email reminders & post homework on the CHESS website.
Grading Information
Please let me know at the beginning of the semester if you desire a numeric grade and/or written assessment based on project creativity, classroom work ethic, and delivery. Students do lots of peer evaluations after they learn how to be supportive, but I give mine as well. No tests and no holiday assignments. 
Copy fee: $20 
Credit: ½ credit for one semester      



The following list is not complete (and not in order) but gives a general idea of assignments:

Introduction to public speaking (with funny DVD)
Physical and vocal presentation techniques (lots of fun tongue twisters!) 

How to handle audience participation during the speech, and Q&A sessions afterwards
Dill-Fearless Public Speaking & Presentations, page 2
How to create an effective poster that is visible from a distance.
How to locate accurate Internet sources and debunk media slants with a hidden agenda.
“HOW TO” Speech Teach just one or two students how to do something you do well!

SELF-INTRODUCTION Speech Introduce yourself to the class. Besides giving your name, hometown, future dreams, etc., you should focus on one or two items of interest that will distinguish you from other class members. Perhaps something you care deeply about.
TV TALK SHOW Team activity using effective interviewing/guest techniques. Entertaining, and hopefully filmed! Choose your on-screen persona. Are you a famous scientist? Movie Star? You choose and then rename yourself!
NARRATIVE Speech Tell about an experience or adventure of yours as it actually happened. This is simply storytelling, told chronologically to generate suspense (don't give the end away until the end)! There should be some type of conflict or complication to make it more interesting. You can strengthen your narrative with humor and dialogue.

INFORMATIVE Speech Inform the class about a social problem, historical event, personal interest, or hobby, etc. using the principles of speech preparation and presentation discussed so far. The main emphasis is on organization. A written outline is required.

TV NEWCAST. Team activity. Do you see yourself as an anchor? A weather girl? A breaking news reporter? Feel free to ham it up with a few props or costumes! We hope to film your “alter ego” (You also get to work with a news team and everyone chooses another “stage name.”)
INFORMATIVE speech WITH VISUAL AID(s) 

Use at least one visual aid during this 3-5 minute speech. The visual aid must be essential to the presentation, not just take up classroom space and time. A written outline is required.

PERSUASIVE Speech 

Prepare and deliver a 3-4-minute speech to convince the class about some controversial topic that you feel strongly about. Make sure your arguments are well-reasoned and based on sound research, not just what you’ve heard. A written outline is required.

IMPROMTU Speech
At the end of the course when students have bonded, they will be assigned a surprise topic (which will be entertaining or thought provoking), then given only one or two minutes to organize thoughts, make any notes, and share an opinion.
