Prospectus for English 12
CHESS 2012-13

Objectives

 English 12 will bring to attempt to review, reiterate, and add to the foundational knowledge each student has acquired during their previous schooling. This course will focus on SAT prep during the month of September. If a student is not college bound, they will benefit from the curriculum activities, contributing to a well-rounded and attainable education. A student signing up for this class should have successfully completed English 11 with a grade of C or above. A major goal for this class is to send college bound students to institutes of higher learning prepared and confident to tackle for any writing or reading assignment.
Homework

Homework will be assigned each week A Homework Assignment Sheet will be given to each student to use for the first three months of the course. All assignments should be recorded on this sheet and signed by a parent each week. Every student in this class should plan to participate in all activities and complete assignments on time.

Student Responsibilities
Students should come to class each week prepared with homework, the Homework Assignment Sheet, writing utensils, necessary books, and other materials needed based on assignments. Students should contact the instructor within 24 hours of a class meeting time if they are confused about class discussions or assignments.  Late assignments will be given a lower grade. Assignments will be accepted ONE week late and not later.
Parent Responsibilities
Parents should check all homework assignments and sign the Homework Assignment Sheet for the months of September, October, and November. Parents are asked to sign and proctor all take home tests. Parents will be notified if a student is struggling with the course curriculum. 

Grades
90-100 A

80-89 B

70-79 C

60-69 D

Below 69         F

Some tests and quizzes will be given percentages and some will be given letter grades.

Curriculum
Students will follow the guideline listed below for curriculum and study.
 September 2012- SAT Focus- We will focus on vocabulary and essay writing for the entire month.We will use, starting in September and throughout the year, Wordskills by McDougall, Littell, (ISBN-  0-8123-5584-9 purple level). We will review the five paragraph essay strategy and write two, possibly three, timed essays.

October, November, and December 2012- Elizabethan Studies-This three month period of study will include a historical inquiry into Elizabethan culture and literature from that time. We will read Henry V, by Shakespeare, as well as the works of Charles and May Lamb and their retelling of Shakespearean comedies and tragedies. We will learn of the food, dress, customs, and reasons why this era was called the Golden Age of English History. We will culminate our study with an Elizabethan Festival to be held the last meeting day in December. Students will be encouraged to participate fully and to integrate their creative ideas into this special day.
January, February, and March 2013-  The American Short Story – We will read many short stories from Great American Short Stories, published by Barnes and Noble, 

( ISBN- 13:  978-1-59308-338-0  OR ISBN-10:   1-59308-338-6). We will learn what makes a good short story good, in the mind of the reader. Each student will write their own short story, going through the complete writing process. 

April and May 2013- Words that Changed History- We will read and discuss speeches and published writings that have changed the course of history, starting with Holy Scriptures. Wrapping up the senior year knowing the power of the written word, is the goal for these two months.
Parents should purchase the Wordskills book, Henry V, and Great American Short Stories for this course.
A copy fee of $20 will be requested at the first class meeting.

Instructor
Theresa Powell

h) 703-392-5800

c) 703 314-9543

t.powell@chessclasses.org
