C.H.E.S.S. Critical Thinking
Teacher:  Mrs. Laurie Capen

13250 Catharpin Valley Dr

Gainesville, VA 20155

Email:  GeoCapen@aol.com
Cell:  703-606-0102

Textbooks :   The Fallacy Detective: Thirty-Eight Lessons on How to Recognize Bad Reasoning [Paperback] by Nathaniel Bluedorn , Hans Bluedorn    ISBN:  0974531537.  The Thinking Toolbox, also by the Bluedorns  ISBN:  0974531510.  Additionally, the teacher will use excerpts from various books from Critical Thinking Press.  
Class Description:  This is a middle/early high school class geared for grades 7-9 focused on thinking skills in preparation for more advanced high school work.  It lays the groundwork for the more formal study of logic in the high school years.  It will cover both verbal and quantitative thinking skills.  The quantitative side will focus on the mastery of math word problems.  
Prerequisite:  None
Class Materials:  Textbooks,  binder or notebook and highlighter/pencil.  
Classes:  Classes will meet once a week.   Classes will consist of covering the material from the text for the first half and then working critical thinking exercises together for the second half.

Homework:    Homework will consist of reading from the text and worksheets in preparation for class time.  Homework will be graded for completeness.  No late homework will be accepted.  Homework is considered complete is 75 percent is done.
Tests:  There will be no tests in this course as the goal is progress, not perfection.  It is about each student improving their own thinking skills.  Work will be evaluated for effort and completeness.

Grading:  Written evaluations of student progress and performance will be provided to parents.  
Communication:  Email is the preferred method of communication for parents and students.  Questions regarding subject material should be reserved for class time.  Parents may email me with questions or concerns regarding their student’s progress at any time.    Parents should email me with absences at least 24 hours in advance if known and no later than 24 hours after a class has met in case of illness or family emergency.  Students will be responsible for all missed work whether the absence is excused or unexcused.

Expectations of Students:  Come to class on time and prepared with homework and assigned reading.  Pre-reading the lesson will maximize what the student gets out of the class.  Students are expected to take ownership and responsibility for their own learning. 
Expectations of Parents:  Please review student expectations…students at this level should begin  to take ownership and responsibility for their own learning in preparation for high school.  Mrs. Capen will notify parents of students who are not meeting the requirements early on before students fall behind.

I look forward to sharing this chapter of your educational journey and please do not hesitate to contact me with questions and or concerns.

