Bible Study Skills  2012-2013
Course Information:

· Teacher contact information

· Lauraottaviano4@yahoo.com
· 703-216-6652

· Course objectives

· Students will learn Bible Study skills such as topical cross referencing, concordance use, Greek and Hebrew definitions, and higher analysis of Biblical passages to determine authorship, date of composition, literary structure, symbols and meaning.
· Students will examine the Bible topically throughout the course presenting their results in both a standard written short form (usually a one page synopsis or essay), longer analysis forms, and through multiple short oral presentations, growing in their ability to write and speak comfortably about the Bible and their insights and interpretation of its meaning.  Topics will include key subjects such as grace, salvation, faith, guidance, prayer, etc. as well as additional practical topics such as hard work, loyalty, strife, etc.  Students will also be challenged to choose several topics of interest to them personally.

· Students who take advantage of the tools and training presented in the class will gain an appreciation for the applicability of the Bible to everyday life and will know how to confidently approach the Bible to examine what it says about any topic.
· Class format is short instruction of study skills, regular student presentations, and discussion. 
· Class participation will be considered a vital part of the class and grading.
· Students will also have the opportunity to establish regular devotional habits since regular Bible reading and journaling will also be included in the required homework.

· Finally, since an objective of any approach to the Bible should be to grow in Christ likeness and community with others of faith, students will be given the choice to participate in praying for a few minutes each week for their fellow classmates as needs arise.  (No one format of prayer will be taught, and participation in prayer will not be required or graded.)
Grading Information:

· The class grade will be based on class participation (20%), homework (20%), quizzes (10%), presentations (30%), and exams (20%)

· Students will be expected to keep up with the coursework with as much diligence as they would their math and science lessons. Study methods will build upon each other as we go.  Presentations should involve serious and thoughtful preparation using the academic skills presented in the standard short form and the more in depth analysis forms that will be taught in the course. Students will not be graded as much on the “correctness” of any interpretation or insight, but rather on the effectiveness of applying the study skills learned and the thoroughness of the study and presentation.

· Students will be expected to have an open mind and a willingness to share opinions and ideas respectfully free of strife, or criticism.  Bible Study is by nature a subject that can draw out varying interpretations, which will be encouraged and respected. The course will however, be directed from a Christian viewpoint with the foundational interpretation of Jesus as the Son of God and Savior, and the Bible as the inspired Word of God.
Homework Policy

· Homework is expected on the scheduled date. 
· Exceptions will be made on an individual basis and, in all but emergency cases, in advance.  
· Quizzes will be given in class. (Make ups will be available for those who give advance notice of absence or for emergency cases.)
· Exams will be sent home to be taken during the week and returned by the due date.  Exams will be open book and untimed unless specified.  
· Presentations are done in class.  In case of absence, student must make arrangements with teacher for possible make-up.
Required Materials

· Center-column Reference Bible, preferably with a concordance and maps. (Recommended translations:  KJV, NKJV, Amplified)

· One additional translation such as NIV, NLT, Message (optional)

· Large Binder for classroom notebook

· Access to internet, or Bible software such as Quickverse.

· Access to printer

· Dictionary

· Helpful, but not required:  Strong’s concordance, Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, a Bible commentary such as Dake’s or Wycliff’s.

· A $15 copy fee will be required for this class for handouts

· A $5 fee will be charged if the class conducts a Passover or other Feast event TBD

Role of Parent

· Parents will be expected to be aware of their child’s assignments and to encourage and provide support when necessary. Parents should insure that their child is prepared for class each week. This will require reviewing assignments each week with their child. I encourage parents to do this right after the class. If there are questions or concerns they can be addressed in advance.  
· Each parent is encouraged to discuss the content of the class with their child. Parents are also welcome to attend any classes during which their child will be presenting.
