History Detectives

Course Information:

Teacher contact information
· lyonchessteach@aol.com
· 703-273-1195

Course objectives
· Students will be presented with an opportunity to learn about specific events and personalities in American history as they practice critical thinking skills. They will analyze historical interpretations using prescribed guidelines that will be taught during the first few weeks and reinforced with home activities. The students will not only delve into history’s mysteries from the Lost Colony to the Kennedy assassination, but will become familiar with logic terms and strategies for presenting sound arguments on any subject. 
· General learning skills to be enhanced are note-taking, reading comprehension, research, discussion, time-management, critical thinking, presenting arguments in writing and orally and completion of long-term projects.
· The goal of this class is to equip students to make decisions for themselves about what they see, read or hear through a study of specific events in American History. Specific skills will be taught with this view. Students taking full advantage of the opportunity to learn in this course should be able to recognize supported arguments, evaluate evidence, determine type of reasoning used, locate fallacies and identify unanswered questions. They should have a deeper understanding of American History, seeing events as having multiple causation, affected by great personalities, and subject to the world-views of the players. 

· Class format is lecture and discussion. The first few weeks are focused on learning the skills needed to evaluate historical interpretations. Students will be presented with the concepts in class and follow-up with activities to be completed at home. When the class is comfortable with the terms and skills, we will move into the interpretations. Each week students will be given a home reading assignment and activities to guide exploration of the reading material. The next week we will discuss the topic. The intensity of the analysis will increase as we move through history and the school year. Types of primary sources evaluated will include diaries, letters and other private records, court and other public records, paintings, photographs, political cartoons, newspaper reports, pamphlets. Secondary sources will range from contemporary to modern. In addition to evaluation, students will also be expected to find an interesting fact about the topic we are studying each to share with the class. Students will create a notebook, review a historically based movie of their choice, and write two short essays. There will be no tests, but students will be expected to use the terminology and strategies we learn which will require study at home. Several times throughout the year, students will team up and take sides on an issue. This will be informal debate, but will expose the students to having to think on their feet and support a position in a sound manner.

· Students taking full advantage of the opportunities presented will easily achieve 1 full credit.
· Honors level will be made available. Honors level students will be expected to complete a more in-depth analysis which will include a literature component. 

Grading Information
· The method of evaluation for this class is observation in classroom in terms of preparation, participation, grasp of information and comportment. Projects are evaluated based on age and experience of the learner, adherence to instructions, thought and creativity used, and seriousness of engagement in the activity. Parents should evaluate the effort, seriousness and attitude demonstrated toward work at home. Feedback is given in narrative form. 
· There is no grading scale per se. Students will be told when/how they achieved the goal and where/how they fell short. They will be given an opportunity to rethink and adapt. Assessment is based on the student’s age, educational maturity and learning style/needs.

· Rubric: Preparation; Participation; Time Management; Respect for learning, subject matter, classmates and tutor’s time; Grasp of new material; Completion of projects; Insight; Industry; Enjoyment of learning
Homework Policy
· Homework is expected on the scheduled date. The work is this class is intended to prepare the student for class discussion. It is not graded. Students should use a different color pen/pencil to add to completed homework during our class discussion. Students who don’t prepare will not be able to take part in discussion or critically think about the subject matter. This will be reflected in their class assessment. The learning is cumulative in this course. Students need to understand and be able to use earlier skills before moving on.
· Projects will have specific due dates, some dates decided by tutor/student on an individual basis. Projects are due on that date. Exceptions will be made on an individual basis and, in all but emergency cases, in advance. This allows for students to plan for times their schedule might be heavy and ask for an extension. I am willing to do this without penalty. Planning is one of the goals of this class. The student will be expected to comply with the new due date (& maybe a little additional work) and complete the work even though the class discussion on the topic is over.
· Students may complete in-class written assignments, if any, at home if they miss them. Students will be expected to get missed notes from classmates. Handouts needed for preparation for next class can be emailed to the student upon request.
Required Materials

· No text book. $15.00 supply fee.

· Large Binder for classroom notebook

· Hole punch (bring to class to secure handouts in binder BEFORE leaving class.)

· Access to American History resources in the library, on the internet, textbooks, etc.

· Access to printer, Xerox etc will make fun fact collection easier. Hand written research is more than acceptable.

· Highlighters/colored pens or pencils to prepare material for class discussion.
· Historical film based on an event or individual in American History

· Completed introductory assignment on first day (can pick up at the August open house or request from me once class is determined to be “a go.”)

Role of Parent

· Parents will be expected to read all handouts, be aware of their child’s assignments and to encourage and provide support when necessary. It is particularly important for you to familiarize yourself with the nature of projects during the first couple of weeks and monitor/assist with your child’s time management of these tasks. 
· Parents should insure that their child is prepared for class each week. This will require reviewing assignments each week with their child. I encourage parents to do this right after the class. If there are questions or concerns they can be addressed in advance.  
· Based on your child’s style of learning, provide support in learning new terms and concepts. Suggested strategies are making flash cards, flow carts, orally testing your child, reviewing homework with them. 
· Students will need to review a movie. Parents need to facilitate this.  
· Each parent is encouraged to discuss the content of the class with their child after each meeting. This allows them to show off new learning! It will also help them to generalize the information presented as well help you assess his/her ability to use the material. It also allows you, their teacher, to make connections to other studies and topics currently of importance in your homeschooling agenda.
History Detectives – Intro Assignment

In this class we will look critically at various incidents & trends in American History. We will analyze different points of view and interpretations and debate positions. But…before we can begin, we need to learn what it is to think critically. In preparation for our first meeting, I want you to find a print advertisement, TV commercial, bumper sticker, billboard, etc. that is trying to persuade you to buy, do or believe something. Write it out here:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What techniques, devices, or emotions were used to make their case?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Was the argument strong or weak? Honest or dishonest? Why?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

What was actually being said? (very basic, simple level)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Don’t spend a lot of time on this. Jot down your first reaction. We haven’t studied analyzing an argument yet! If you are lost, don’t worry. Bring the wording of your ad, bumper sticker, etc and we’ll do it in class. This class can be fun and we help each other!  

Hints: A shampoo ad might be using fear of humiliation. A clothing ad might be trying to make you feel part of the crowd. A political ad might be attacking a person rather than an issue. A bumper sticker might be trying to connect with emotions of patriotism or rebellion. 

