CHESS 2012 Algebra II Prospectus
Prerequisite: Students must have passed Algebra I with a C or higher to take Algebra II.
Objectives
Students will complete the first 10 chapters of the text Algebra and Trigonometry: Functions and Applications (Classics or Classic Edition), thereby completing one high school algebra 2 credit.  The emphasis in this text is algebra II from a functions perspective.  It will include graphing (by hand and with a calculator), exponents, logarithms, imaginary numbers, functions, polynomials, systems of equations, and quadratic equations.  Students should expect an average of 4 hours of homework per week and be prepared with questions.  Parents are asked to ensure homework is completed and proctor tests.  This is a one-credit class. No honors option.

Grading
Mrs. Clermont will give the students an overall percentage grade and the parents will be responsible for the letter grade.  The percentage grade will combine tests, homework and participation as follows:
· Tests will count 60% of the total grade for each quarter.  This includes chapter tests, a midterm and a final. 
· Homework will be 30% of the grade.  Keeping up with the homework is essential to doing well in the class.  We will go over homework questions in class.
· Participation will be 10% of the grade. 
Mrs. Clermont will send home a grade report each semester.  A copy must be signed by a parent and returned. 
Homework
Homework should take 4-5 hours a week.  Mrs. Clermont will hand out a list of the problems assigned for each lesson. Certain unassigned problems may be done for extra credit.  Students should check their homework at home and come to class with questions.  Some homework will be turned in for grading. If a student is stuck on the homework, he or she should call or email Mrs. Clermont for help in time to finish the work before class.  Late or incomplete homework must be completed, but receives only half credit. Tardy students must remember to show the teacher their work after class.  Absent students must show missing work when they return. No penalty for late homework if the absence is excused. 
Tests 
Students will complete tests at home, proctored by the parent or an adult they designate. Tests are un-timed, but must be taken without the textbook or any notes. Students must show work. Tests should be returned in sealed envelopes at the beginning of class. Unless specifically instructed, students should not use calculators for tests. If a student turns in a test late, Mrs. Clermont will lower the grade 10% for each class day it is late. For example, if a test was due Wednesday, but turned in at the next class on Monday, it is marked down 10%.  Anything over two class periods late requires special
permission from the instructor to grade.  If you mail a test to Mrs. Clermont, photocopy it first & bring the copy to class, in case USPS loses your test.
Required Materials for Every Day in Class, Including the First Day
1. You need the textbook by the first day.  Algebra and Trigonometry: Functions and Applications (Classics or Classic Edition).  There are two versions of this textbook that are essentially the same. One is published by Prentice Hall (ISBN 9780131657106), the other is published by Addison-Wesley (ISBN 9780201324600).  Either version of the book is available at Amazon.com.
2. Please order the textbook by mid August so you will have it the first day. 
3. Copying and materials fee is due the first day. $10 check to Brenda Clermont. 
4. At least 2 pencils, and 2 legible colored pencils for making corrections and graphs.
5. A metric/English ruler.
6. Graphing calculator
7. A 3 ring binder or a section in a binder with loose-leaf paper, or a spiral notebook (a graph paper notebook is recommended).
8. Graph paper (4 squares per inch).
The Parent’s Role
· Proctor take-home tests,
· Look at the schedule weekly so you know what your child is supposed to be doing, (see your student’s notebook or www.chessclasses.org for a current copy),
· Look over quizzes and tests after they are returned, 
· Contact teacher with questions or if homework is taking more than 5 hours a week.

Other expectations for the student
· Need extra time? Ask in advance. You might get an extension without penalty.
· Keep up with the homework.  
Keep completed work and tests neat, in chronological order, in your binder. A notebook check might be part of the homework grade. 
Contacting me: If students have questions, e-mail, phone me before 9 p.m., or ask in class. Parents, if you have questions or concerns, let me know.
Brenda Clermont
brenda.clermont@chessclasses.org
5405 Yorkshire St
Springfield, VA 22151
(703) 978-0937
