Prospectus

CHESS Spanish I, 2012-13
Mrs. Karen Dellinger

¡Bienvenido!  Welcome! The following information will help you understand my expectations and policies for Spanish I, so please read it carefully.  

Textbook and supplies

· The textbook to be used is ¡Exprésate! Level One, 2008 edition, ISBN # 0-030-45204-X or 978-0-030-45204-8.  Students must also purchase the corresponding workbook, Cuaderno de Vocabulario y Gramática, ISBN # 0-03-074496-2. These are published by Holt McDougal.  To avoid purchasing the wrong textbook or workbook, use the ISBN numbers when ordering.  Please contact me if you have questions; if a student has the wrong text and/or workbook, the correct one will have to be ordered to replace it.
· Students need a notebook and some type of pocket portfolio or pocket folders that can be kept in the notebook. Textbook, workbook, and notebook should be brought to every class session.

· Flash cards are used in class for games and review, so students will need to purchase index cards for those activities when they are assigned. 

· I will collect a copy fee of $8.00 (cash only) on the first day of class.

Overview

· This class is designed to follow the typical pace and coverage of the average public or private high school course at the same level.  Students as young as 12 or 13 may enroll, but expectations for their work and schedule are the same as for all other students, and they will be graded in the same way.  

· Class will meet twice a week for 33 weeks.

· Students who attend class regularly, study the requisite number of hours outside of class, and complete all coursework should be awarded credit for a full year of high school study.

· The course covers listening, speaking, reading and writing skills as well as study of Hispanic culture.  We will complete eight chapters in the text, including all the vocabulary, grammar, and cultural material as outlined in the table of contents.

· Students do one oral report on a cultural topic, and produce one video for oral evaluation.

Attendance and late arrival
· If students arrive after I have closed the classroom door, they need to see Mrs. Taylor at the desk before entering class.  Unexcused tardiness will be dealt with as outlined in the CHESS participation agreement.  

· An unexcused absence will result in a 0 for the day’s homework and/or a 10% test penalty and possible follow-up with the administrator.  Please try to contact Tara Taylor or me if you know your student will be absent or arriving late.  Students who have missed a class are responsible for contacting me to arrange for making up any homework, quizzes, etc.  

· A parent should contact me when there are any unusual circumstances or family issues that affect the student's attendance or ability to complete work on time.  

· Parents of students who will miss classes due to trips or any other planned activities must contact me at least two weeks in advance.  Students should check the homework schedule and syllabus at that time, and arrange to pick up any quizzes or copies of worksheets they might need before they leave. On the day they return to class, those students must turn in all homework that was due while they were out, as well as the homework due for the day of their return.  Parents will have to proctor and sign any quizzes scheduled to be given in class during the period of absence, and those will also be due on the day of return to class. If a quiz is given in class on the day of their return, students will be expected to take it.  Any exceptions to this policy need to be arranged by a parent well ahead of the absence.
In the classroom

· The primary focus of our class time is hearing and speaking Spanish.  We watch the Holt McDougal videos that accompany our text to learn new vocabulary and cultural material.  These also provide opportunities for students to hear native speakers from a variety of countries.  Listening skills are also developed using the audio CDs and doing the corresponding written exercises. We frequently work in small groups or pairs for conversation practice, or to work on activities or readings from the text.

· Participation in all these activities is expected of every student.  Memorizing vocabulary, studying verb conjugations and grammar concepts, and doing homework are important preparations for making the most of class time.

Homework assignments

Homework is to be done on days when we do not have class.  We do little writing in class, so it is imperative that students fully complete homework assignments and turn them in on time.  

· Not understanding all or part of the homework assignment is not an acceptable excuse for not completing homework.  Students may call or email me for assistance when they have trouble completing assignments.  Habitually failing to turn in homework or turning in incomplete homework will be dealt with as outlined by the CHESS administration in the participation agreement.  

· All students should plan to spend a full hour studying Spanish on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays.  In addition to completing written assignments, students need to review vocabulary and/or grammar concepts and study for tests, quizzes, oral evaluations, etc.  Students need to use the textbook publisher's online resources as well as other websites that I refer them to for reinforcement and review.  

· I go over answers to homework at the beginning of every class, and students may make corrections to their papers then.  I collect the papers as soon as we have finished, so homework is "due" at that time.  The homework grade is a 0 if it is not turned in then, except in cases of illness or other unusual circumstances, and parents have contacted me to explain the situation.  Homework is graded and returned the next class day.

· Students who arrive late to class are responsible for remembering to turn in their homework as soon as they arrive.

Quizzes, tests, and grading

· Quizzes are given in class; dates for quizzes are listed on the syllabus.  Students who have missed a quiz because of illness need to request a make-up copy when they return to class.  It should be given by the parent at home, signed, and handed in at the next class.

· Tests are given at the end of each chapter. Only the listening section of tests is done in class. A parent must administer the written portion at home, and students may not use dictionaries nor refer to the text, notes, etc. when taking them.  There is no time limit for tests. The test must be signed by a parent.  I do not accept tests without a parent's signature.  Oral (speaking) evaluations are not part of every test, but are given quarterly.

· Tests are due at the beginning of the class following their assignment.  If they are turned in later in the class or later that day, they will be counted 1 day late.  Late tests lose 10% credit per class day that they are late.

· Grades on most homework assignments, quizzes and tests represent the percent of material correct. The number of actual points may vary – quizzes are usually about 20 to 30 points, most tests are 90 to 100 – but the grade is always the percent correct.  For example, a student who gets 64 points out of a possible 73 on a test receives a grade of 88. On the first day of class, I will hand out rubrics with a point system and explanation for the grading of oral evaluations and writing assignments. Students should keep those in their notebook for reference.

· Grade and attendance reports are issued at the end of every quarter via email.  If preferred, a printed grade report in a sealed envelope will be sent home at parent request.  Quarterly grades are averaged as follows:  homework, 25%; quizzes, 25%; tests, 50%.  Oral evaluations count as two quizzes.  The culture presentation counts as a test.

· I have chosen to report number grades. Parents may choose to assign a letter grade on the official transcript, as they are ultimately responsible for their student’s assessment.  Parents do need to be aware, however, that any student who does not achieve a score of at least 75 for the year is not eligible to continue to Spanish II in the CHESS program.

Teacher contact information
Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns.  I want to do whatever I can to help every student have a successful year in Spanish.  Course syllabuses and homework assignments will be posted on the CHESS web page.  My email address is kdellinger@comcast.net, and my phone number is 703-753-0891.  

