Mock Trial 2012-2013
Student/Parent Class Agreement 
Teacher Contact: John Jenkins (john@rpclasses.com or 703-507-9379)

Mock Trial uses a courtroom backdrop for civil, constitutional, civil, and/or criminal cases, and this highly interactive and team-oriented class integrates all of the basic academic skills needed to succeed in both college and life. Less formal and structured than organized speech and debate classes, Mock Trial uses drama and an introduction to our court and legal system to create a thoroughly compelling academic elixir that will help your students develop competence, confidence, and collective creativity – the interactive power of teams.

What Students Will Learn

Students will learn: 1) notetaking and organizing skills, 2) listening and reading skills, 3) problem solving skills, 4) effective speaking skills, and 5) teamwork and leadership skills. 

Requirements
1. Availability of a computer, email and internet on a daily basis, with 2-5 hours of homework per week. Willingness to work in groups with a mix of contrasting personalities, make verbal presentations, and have the ability to contact and work with teammates outside of class time up to 1 hour a week in the three weeks prior to the three trial dates.  

Throughout the year, students will develop and maintain a class notebook containing all of the school years research, in-class and homework assignments (in-progress and completed) and handouts. A key component of the notebook is an assignment/grade master sheet. Students are required to keep a record of all assignments (assignment name, due date, grade). Failure to maintain a class notebook can result in suspension from class until the notebook is updated. 

2. Students will also complete 18-24 in-class or take home exercises and assignments. Failure to turn in an assignment on time can result in the lowering of the student’s grade of one grade level per week.

3. There are no make-up classes for missed days. Students must initiate communication with the teacher or a classmate to find out the week’s assignments if the class homework guide does not already state the assignment. As long as a student completes an assignment on time and according to the assignment’s requirements, there are no penalties.

4. Final grades reported on a standard 4.0 scale and a grading rubric given in class. Required reading issued in class or published on program website or on rpclasses.com. 

5. Material/copy fees: $25. No books will need to be purchased.   
Parent’s Involvement

Parents agree to review and/or monitor: 

1) a student’s reading, research, planning and short and long answer assignments

2) the student’s maintenance of their class notebook

3) the student’s assignment and grades

4) the class N-G-E evaluation system and grading rubrics 

_______________________________

Student Signature

_______________________________

Parent Signature
Please keep a copy of this agreement for your records. Return the second copy with your student before the 3rd week of class.
