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Cartoon by Phillip Martin, used by permission
Course Information            Instructor: Betsy Dill
o        Email address: betsydill@verizon.net 

o         Alternative means of communication:    703-803-9447    www.betsydill.com 
What can students expect to learn?  
This class aspires to increase the JOY of writing and reading, which naturally improves the quality. It is for “self-starter” students who love to write, have an aptitude for it, and perhaps even dream of being published. The course is primarily fiction; purposely fun! Students will write short stories, brief children’s books, fun poetry, one-act plays and then perform them with their friends, reading from their scripts (no memorization required). They will write and them film themselves (and/or siblings) in an infomercial and in the process, learn not to be tricked by ads. They will take part in a special exercise to teach respect for the disabled and the elderly, and experience hands-on responses to prompts that involve the senses (sight, hearing, taste, touch, etc.). They will even find inspiration in some of the world’s greatest artwork, combining a mini art experience with writing about it, and much more. This class is especially geared to the “right brained” student. There are plenty of opportunities to incorporate what the student is passionate about, and develop a personal “voice.” However, this class may prove too frustrating for students who struggle with learning difficulties. Participation in NaNoWriMo (writing a novel in a month after the student sets his or her own personal word count) and submissions to national writing contests and publications are encouraged but not required. Laptops are welcome in the classroom and save hours of work!
Prerequisite: Sample of writing using my prompt. Please email me for the prompt. betsydill@verizon.net
Credit for this course: 1 
Note: In a traditional high school setting, students attend an elective class for approx. 4-5 hours a week. Homeschoolers aren’t subject to classroom routines, so they can probably accomplish this in half that time (which is only about 1 to 1&1/2 hours of homework in addition to the one hour class they attend each week) depending on how fast they write and edit. 
Criteria on which the student will be evaluated: 
Let me know at the beginning of the year if you desire a portfolio evaluation of your teen’s writing strengths as well as areas that need improvement.  If you wish a numeric grade I can also provide that.  A portfolio evaluation considers both the student’s creative interpretation of the lesson, timeliness of assignments, and the final, carefully-edited paper (including on-time homework). When students enjoy writing, they usually write for longer periods, and produce better quality ideas and assignments. No holiday assignments!
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Homework Policy:
When homework is considered late: Assignments are late if they aren’t turned in within one day of the deadline. Exceptions for this are the student’s illness, or travel plans reported ahead of the missed assignment. Assignments begin in class and are expected back the very next week, typed on the computer, spell & grammar checked, and backed up by an email attachment to Ms. Dill. I send out a homework reminder by email and post it on the CHESS website as well. Don’t hesitate to email me if you have any questions.

Even professional writers have trouble meeting deadlines, especially “right-brained” ones. I’m living proof of that. And while students should strive to meet all deadlines, the most important thing is to plan ahead. It takes time to think up great ideas, as well as time to actually write them down. The student shouldn’t sit down at 10:30 pm the night before class, expecting to turn in a quality assignment. But this is a process we can all work on together. I’m looking for progress in this matter, not perfection.

The Role of the Parent
Please also remind your teen to faithfully maintain a binder for edited stories. These might form a collection they can hand down to their own children someday, as well as providing the material                       I will use for their portfolio evaluation if desired! 

Copying Fee: $30 yearly
HARD COPIES need to be turned in as homework each week (preferably typed):

Students will bring in assignments and, time permitting, receive the teacher’s comments that                class or the next, OR, occasionally, their peer’s nurturing comments.

I try to post exceptional poems or writing projects on the CHESS website!                       Special Christmas and Mother’s Day projects
Please remind your teen to bring hard copy assignments to class and always send email backups to me.











