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Course Information:

· Teacher contact information

· Jody Lyon

· lyonchessteach@aol.com
· 703-273-1195

· Course objectives
· In this class, students will be presented with the origins, meanings and application of our form of government. Students will become familiar with ancient to contemporary influences on our founders. They will consider numerous pre-Constitution documents and the underlying philosophies. They can except to learn how to find answers to questions in these documents and hold their own in discussions involving issues of government. Our focus is the Constitution, it’s application and important court decisions affecting the operation of our government. Students should leave this class prepared to be good citizens.
· General learning skills to be enhanced are note-taking, research, discussion, time-management, critical thinking, and completion of long-term projects.
· Students who take full advantage of the opportunity to learn in this course will be quite familiar with the Constitution. Students should acquire a new set of terms unique to government. They should by the end of the course be beginning to identify their opinions, ways to impact the system, and be able to evaluate their beliefs in light of what is written in the Constitution and how the Supreme Court has ruled. Finally, in order to know where we are going, they will better understand where we came from.

· The format of the course is lecture and discussion. We will first focus on philosophy and history, placing the formation of our nation in context. Students will research philosophers who influenced our founders and look at documents in place before the Constitution. Next we will study the Constitution. As we look at each Article/section/ amendment, the class will address history, personalities, present day issues, court interpretations, and implications for the future. The Constitution Project (the student’s “personal” U.S. Constitution) will reflect their personal insights and understanding of “the words we live by.”  The course will wind up with a study of the Bill of Rights and corresponding Supreme Court decisions. Now familiar with the nature of our government the students will become Supreme Court justices making their own rulings on past cases. The students will create class notebook and a casebook. .A year end paper will reflect an issue the student has chosen to follow through the course of the year. Students will need to journal on this topic throughout the year. 
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· There will be weekly homework assignments but no tests. Open notebook quizzes will determine if the students are taking good notes! 

· Students taking full advantage of the opportunities presented will easily achieve 1 full credit.

· Honors credit can be given to students interested in making more of a commitment to the subject. Three additional projects will be required.
Grading Information
· The method of evaluation for this class is observation in classroom in terms of preparation, participation, grasp of information and comportment. Projects are evaluated based on age and experience of the learner, adherence to instructions, thought and creativity used, and seriousness of engagement in the activity. Parents should evaluate the effort, seriousness and attitude demonstrated toward work at home. Feedback is given in narrative form. 

· There is no grading scale per se. Students will be told when/how they achieved the goal and where/how they fell short. They will be given an opportunity to rethink and adapt. Assessment is based on the student’s age, educational maturity and learning style/needs.

· Rubric: Preparation; Participation; Time Management; Respect for learning, subject matter, classmates and tutor’s time; Grasp of new material; Completion of projects; Insight; Industry; Enjoyment of learning
Homework Policy

· Homework is expected on the scheduled date. The work is this class is intended to prepare the student for class discussion. It is not graded. Students who don’t prepare will not be able to take part in discussion. This will be reflected in their class assessment. Students will be expected to complete all homework. 
· The projects/take home quizes will have specific due dates. Exceptions will be made on an individual basis and, in all but emergency cases, in advance. This allows for students to plan for times their schedule might be heavy and ask for an extension. I am willing to do this without penalty. Planning is one of the goals of this class. 
· Students may complete in-class written assignments, if any, at home if they miss them. Students will be expected to get missed notes from classmates. Handouts/assignments needed for preparation for next class can be emailed to the student upon request.
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Required Materials

· No text book. $20.00 supply fee. 
· Large Binder for classroom notebook

· Hole punch (bring to class to secure handouts in binder BEFORE leaving class.)

· Access to internet, library etc. for research

· Access to newspapers and other news media 

· Access to printer, Xerox etc will make research collection easier. (Hand written research is more than acceptable.)

· Copy of the Constitution and the Declaration of Independence

· Access to the Federal Papers (library, internet or book)

· Completed introductory assignment due on the first day (you can get this by going to the CHESS website, www.chessclasses.org or you can pick it up at the expo or preview meetings)
Role of Parent

· Parents will be expected to read all handouts, be aware of their child’s assignments and to encourage and provide support when necessary. It is particularly important for you to familiarize yourself with the nature of projects during the first couple of weeks and monitor/assist with your child’s time management of these tasks. 
· Parents should insure that their child is prepared for class each week. This will require reviewing assignments each week with their child. I encourage parents to do this right after the class. If there are questions or concerns they can be addressed in advance.  . 
· I ask students to be aware of current events. Access to newspapers, magazines, tv, radio or internet is necessary
· Each parent is encouraged to discuss the content of the class with their child after each meeting. This allows them to show off new learning! It will also help them to generalize the information presented as well help you assess his/her ability to use the material. It also allows you, their teacher, to make connections to other studies and topics currently of importance in your homeschooling agenda.
