CHESS Prospectus

Class:  French I  and 2    2012-2013



 Email: paradiseo@aol.com
Teacher: Mary O’Donnell (Mme O) 



 Phone: 703.815.2526 hm

Grade level: 9-12 (8th with permission for French 1)


  703.403.7701 cell
Materials fee: $40 (does not include book rental)
Bonjour et bienvenue! First, I must tell you that I LOVE teaching French and sharing about my heritage, and your child is sure to absorb and reflect my enthusiasm a little. I am always available to my students via email or phone to answer any questions they might have, or to give additional help.  Parents, communication is very important to me so since you are your child’s primary teacher I will email you with any concerns or observations I have.  Likewise, please contact me if you have any questions or information I might need.

The information below will help students and parents understand my expectations and requirements.  Please read it carefully and take special notice of the last page, which needs to be signed and turned in BEFORE the first day of class with all monies due (materials fee and book rental fee, if applicable). For more information on the difference between French I and Introduction to French, plus more information about upper level French classes see the document: Which French Class is Right? 
Summary of course:

FRENCH I: The first year of French is a faced-paced course and is comparable to an advanced public or private school high school level French I class.  In the course of the year, students who complete all the assignments and work diligently on memorizing and learning will learn to read, speak and write at a French I level or beyond, and will have added some English vocabulary as well. Students must be prepared to put in at least 4-5 hours /week on French. We expect to complete the material for all seventeen chapters of the textbook and will use the BJU French curriculum plus some additional material supplemented by me.  

FRENCH 2: This year goes at a lot slower pace as we focus more on pronunciation and fluidity of speaking the language. Many other French 2 courses cover only half of BJU’s French 2 curriculum since their French 2 book is really French 2 and 3 combined, so we do the same. Plus, I add units of my own to round out their knowledge base. The structure of the course is basically the same as French I, however the Activity Manual is different and some emailed assignments will be necessary. 

Prerequisites: 

FRENCH I: GRAMMAR REVIEW: There’s a learning curve to get past when learning a foreign language for the first time, which is made much worse if the student doesn’t have a REAL mastery of English grammar.  I’m also a homeschooling parent and have done grammar faithfully with my own children but saw how much they actually understood once I taught them French- it was not a pretty sight!  Because of this, I will send a grammar review list for the parent to use in preparing the student for any French classes.  Even if you sincerely believe your student has mastery of terms such as verb, subject, pronoun, predicate adjective, etc you might be surprised at how little they REALLY understand these concepts when put in context with foreign language material. 

FRENCH 2 SUMMER WORK: French 2 students will have about 10 hours of French “homework” total, to do over the summer beginning in August.  The purpose of this is to keep French fresh in their minds, and to help them keep skills they’ve already learned. This summer work counts as a test grade and is recorded on the first day of class.  Further activities will count as extra credit if documented properly. Instructions will be given either at the Final Exam for French I or later on in the summer.

Required materials:
We will be using the BJU French I and 2 materials. I can provide almost all the books needed for a rental fee of $5 per item, per year. But if you would prefer to buy your own, that’s fine too. Please note that if you purchase BJU French 1 materials, you MUST PURCHASE THE NEW EDITION and not the “purple” covered ones or 1st edition that are readily available used.  My “older” books have been revised to include the changes in the new edition.  The only book that I do NOT provide and MUST be purchased by each student is the *BJU French I, 2nd EDITION or French 2 Student Activities Manual. Specific information on purchasing books is below. 
Rental and material fees for each class must be paid BEFORE the first day of class. This is so that I am not using valuable class time that first day collecting monies and fees. Rented materials will be handed out the first day of class. A student will not receive any of my books until his rental fee is paid, and no final grades will be released to a student who has any of my materials outstanding.  All of my materials will be collected on final exam day. 

Important note:  I teach multiple level classes at different locations and will rent materials to all students on a first come, first served basis.  There is a chance that I will run out of rented materials; if that’s the case, you will need to purchase from another source whatever I’m not able to provide.

FRENCH I: (PURCHASE THE 2nd EDITION ONLY!!)

EACH STUDENT WILL NEED:                BJU Catalog #
  IF you buy books    
If you rent from me  
*BJU French I Activities Manual
                       254193
                     $23.33
  student must purchase
BJU FR I student text


       185884           
      $48.89
              
       $5

BJU FR I TE Activity Manual

       254201            
        25.66

         5

BJU FR I CD set 

     
      
       216648
 
      100.00

         5 


$174.55

      $15 

(+$23.33 Act. Man)      (+$23.33 Act. Man)

Each French II student will need:
   BJU Catalog #
If you buy the books     Rental Price


BJU French II student text

      075903

         $48.89

     $5




*BJU French II Activities Book
      077941

           23.33     student must purchase



BJU French II TE Activity Book
      077958

           25.56

      5



BJU French II CD set


       099416

         100.00
                   5


A GOOD French Dictionary (I recommend                                            10.00     student must purchase

            Harper and Collins French Concise Dictionary.)

         $174.55
                 $15









(+$23.33 Act. Man)      (+$23.33 Act. Man)
Additional materials needed: 

· 2+ Mechanical pencils at each class (these are preferred so that sharpening is kept to a minimum) 

· 2”-3” loose-leaf binder w/ pockets and paper or a spiral notebook with clean edged paper when torn out with pockets for loose-leaf papers.  I will be giving out a lot of handouts that are helpful throughout the year! 
· index cards (maybe 100) cut in half width-wise, hole-punched in left corner, and 2.5” ring to hold them (OPTIONAL: BUT HIGHLY RECOMMENDED - especially for French I students)
Quizlet
Thanks to several former French I and 2 moms, we have all of the flashcards for my French I and 2 classes on Quizlet, accessed only by password, and available only to my students. Quizlet is an online flashcard/simple game program that really helps students learn the vocabulary.  If a student practices Quizlet 3-4 times a week, he has no need to make flashcards and will have an 80-90% success rate of retaining the vocabulary words he’s learned. 
Grades
I have a simple grading scale: 0-69F, 70-79C, 89-89B, 90-99A, but I do not curve. Grades will be distributed every semester and will include a final grade at the end of the year.  

Overall, each category of work has equal value for each quarter:  written work-33.3%, oral work 33.3%, grammar work 33.3% for the first semester, but in the second semester we add reading comprehension which changes the distribution slightly.  Each of the major categories is comprised of assignments that make up that category.  For instance, the grammar category is made up of the grammar section of the test (weighted 60%), quizzes (weighted 30%) and homework (weighted 10%).  In the oral category, the homework log and oral part of the exam are each weighted at 50%...consistent bad grades on the homework log will significantly lower a student’s overall grades. The final exam and international board are both worth 10% of the yearly total. If a parent wants a complete breakdown of my grading percentage, he may contact me, as it’s rather lengthy to describe it further here. 

If a student is not doing well in certain areas of French study the teacher has the right to deny requests to promote him to the next French level, regardless of his GPA in that class. For instance, if a student in French I isn’t able to converse at the appropriate level or doesn’t have mastery of the vocabulary in class, he won’t be able to succeed in the more challenging French 2 environment. 
Class and homework guidelines

Class time: 

· A parent must notify me, or the CHESS administration, of his student’s absence or tardiness or it will be labeled unexcused.  All homework and class work missed, whether for excused or unexcused absences, must be made up and turned in at the next class, unless other arrangements have been made between me and the parent.  Habitually late work or work turned in after an unexcused absence will receive 20% off the total grade for that assignment. A parent should contact me if a student misses two or more consecutive classes, or when there are any unusual circumstances or family issues that affect the student's attendance or ability to complete work on time.  

· Students will come to class having completed all homework assignments, and having brought all required materials.  (They do not need to bring their dictionaries, CDs, or activity manuals to class unless they have a homework question or are asked to do so.) Habitually failing to turn in homework or turning in incomplete homework will be dealt with as outlined by the CHESS administration in the participation agreement.

· Often there will be quizzes in class to help me assess how the class is doing overall. The student will need to make arrangements to make up a missed quiz. I will also be testing the students in class on their ability to verbally respond to questions based on the current or previous chapters.

· Most weeks we will play a reinforcement game. If your child may not, or cannot have candy as a prize, please let me know.  I will be asking students to bring in a large bag of individually wrapped candy during the year for all to share when it’s their turn.  

· In order to further vocabulary and oral fluidity, students take turns saying a quick prayer to open our class time. In French I, it’s in English for most of the first semester, but then bit by bit they’ll be using French terms as well.  From French 3 and beyond it’s all in French. If this is of concern to your family, please contact me. 

Homework
Learning a foreign language is not a head knowledge activity.  It MUST BE PRACTICED VERBALLY and OFTEN!!  For that reason, assignments must be divided up so that French is done each day for at least 4 times a week. Every chance the student has, he needs to practice out loud - especially when doing any exercises in the activity manual.
· Students will be given text reading, activity manual exercises, and oral activities to complete at home, as well as some additional reading assignments for book reports due once a month (second semester only for French I).  

· In addition to their written assignments, students will be required to do a minimum of 10 minutes per day of oral work, four times a week. Not only are the oral assignments to be done OUT LOUD, but the student should also do the CORRECTED written exercises out loud in order to help develop fluency. Each activity done out loud will be indicated on their Oral Homework Log, and each entry on their log requires a parent’s initials to signify that the student did the required activity per these instructions. If there are no parent initials, students will receive a zero.  Students will include these logs in the chapter test envelope with their finished tests. 

· Most of the daily homework will be done in the activity manual and corrected at home using the TE Activity Manual.  This will not be turned in and it is up to the parent to make sure the student does the assignments AND corrects it. Every quarter or so, there will be an Activity Manual check to make sure they have been doing the written exercises AND correcting them.  Any exercises assigned from the textbook, however, are to be turned in at the next class. 

Tests
“Closed book”, tests will be handed out to the student to take home at the end of each chapter about every 1.5-2 weeks (French 1) or every 2-3 weeks (French 2). No text, dictionary, or other material may be used.  Tests are handed out in sealed envelopes, and should be returned in a sealed envelope with a parent’s signature on the back seal.  By signing the test, you are indicating that you observed your student taking the test with no materials to help him.  Please look over your child’s test to make sure there are no “blank” areas and ask him if there was a section he totally “guessed” on.  If there are, it is important for your student to contact me so that I can give him clarification of the instructions or some other feedback to help him finish the test.  

Parents

As is typical for CHESS classes, I ask that the main homeschooling parent attend the first class so that I can communicate and visually demonstrate how the class will function. Throughout the year, I definitely expect parents to: 1) monitor that their student is consistently doing the oral and written work 2) hold student accountable for being prepared for quizzes and tests 3) take whatever action is necessary to keep the student caught up with the rest of the class (sometimes that means extra tutoring help from me or a former student)
Final Exam- Friday, May 24, 2013 from 9:30 -5pm – please put this date on your calendar.
Traditionally ALL of my French classes, from CHESS or elsewhere, are tested together at my home.  The exam itself is from about 9:30 – 11:30 and then we have a Fête Française (French party) at my home for the rest of the day.  Students will bring French dishes for lunch to share after which we will either play French games and/or watch a French movie.  All rented /loaned materials are to be returned on this date.  This is truly a fun way we end classes each year and students, parents and I look forward to it (
International Board (French I) / Regional Board (French 2)

Students will do a visual report on a tri-fold board of a Francophone country or French Region (in English(). We will have a small Fête Française that day as parents are invited to attend class and help review other students’ boards. This is a fun way to get to know each other and encourage the students.  Students pick their countries in early autumn so that they have plenty of time to research their country in time for the February deadline.

Tutoring
I try to make myself available to tutor whenever possible either before or after class, or sometimes on Tuesdays/Thursdays in Fairfax. I consider it to be a privilege to help your child at those times and usually don’t charge unless we establish an ongoing tutoring arrangement that would necessitate extensive preparation. I also have many exceptional former students who for a reasonable fee might be available to help your child over the summer or during the year if needed. 

I truly desire success in French for your student.  Please call me throughout the year if there are any issues you feel a need to bring up with me.  I feel very blessed and excited to be teaching your student and look forward to establishing a relationship with him and your family. 

À bientôt, 

Mary O’Donnell

CHESS FRENCH CLASS STUDENT/PARENT AGREEMENT
Please mail this form and monies to the address below BEFORE the first class
DATE: 
2012-2013



FRENCH LEVEL:       FRENCH I         FRENCH 2
STUDENT’S NAME: 







NICKNAME: 

BIRTHDATE: 


GRADE: 
HOME PHONE:             

CELL:
PARENTS’ NAMES:




MAILING ADDRESS:

PARENTS’ EMAIL (please print clearly):






STUDENT’S EMAIL (please print clearly):
Most of my communication with parents and students will be through email.  Please let me know if your email is down.  I DO communicate with parents and students regularly so it’s important to check email at least by the day before each class.
TO BE ANSWERED BY PARENTS: 

Do you understand that all tests must be proctored by the parent, that no materials are to be used for the tests, and that envelops are to be signed before the test is returned? ________

Do you understand that by initialing the Homework Log you are indicating that the student DID the oral work required out loud and that you are holding him accountable to that? __________________

(FRENCH 1) Did both parent and student spend the amount of time required during the summer brushing up on English grammar skills to prepare them for this class? _______________ If no, why not?

(FRENCH 2) Did your child do the necessary summer work in order to prepare for this  year? _______ If no, why not? 

Did you read this prospectus carefully with your student? ______________(if not, please do!)

TO BE ANSWERED BY STUDENTS: 

Are you excited about taking this course or is it just a requirement? ________________

Are you willing to try to put in the time necessary to LEARN the vocabulary, pronunciation, and material after it’s taught to you in class? __________

Do you understand that all tests must be proctored by the parent, that no materials are to be used for the tests, and that envelopes are to be signed before the test is returned? _________

Are you committed to practicing your French homework OUTLOUD a minimum of 4 times a week for about 5 hours a week total? ____________

Are you committed to completing all work due before class? ____________ 

Did you read this prospectus carefully with your parent? ____________ (if not, please do!)

If you’re absent, will you make sure to contact me as soon as possible to ask that I send you the homework and class materials so that you can keep up with the rest of the class? _____________________

THANK YOU for taking the time to partner with me for successful classes this year

Parent’s signature




Student’s signature

___________________________________________


_______________________________________

Please send this form to:

Mary O’Donnell 12520 Paradise Spring Rd. Clifton, VA 20124   (703.815.2526 hm / 703.403.7701 cell)
Helpful Questions and Answers about Introduction to French and French I     AND 
Basic information on all French Classes taught by Mary O’Donnell

What is the Introduction to French class? 

It’s a unique class completely developed by Mary O’Donnell to prepare a pre- French I (or other language) student to look at grammar from a French (or romance language) perspective, and to learn a little bit of it as well.  It also exposes students to French or European culture.  It involves a tiny bit of teaching each week, about 10-15 vocabulary words to learn or memorize, a small amount of grammatical application, and one worksheet or game sheet to complete at home each week as well as a CD lesson (about 10-15 minutes) each week.  The curriculum for this class has been developed so that a student may take this class up to THREE years in a row because only a small fraction of the material is repeated each year; the rest of the vocabulary and information is totally new! Because so little vocabulary and grammar is learned, even over the course of 3 years, this class cannot be counted towards any high school language credit. 

For whom is the Introduction to French class intended? 

It’s a class developed for the young, challenged, or immature learner who would be overwhelmed in French I, or another first year language course.  It is an exposure to French without real grammatical instruction, therefore not even close to qualifying for a foreign language credit.  It introduces the concept of conjugating verbs, subject pronouns and how they match with nouns (for instance “the boy is” and “he is” would use the same verb….believe it or not in a foreign language this is a BIG struggle for most learners), reinforces basic grammatical terms, and introduces them to adjective/noun agreement (prevalent in most or all romance languages).

What is the French I class? 

It is an academically challenging class that is faced-paced, involves a lot of new vocabulary to learn (an average of 20-30 words), every 1.5 weeks involves several lessons of grammatical application to learn every 1.5 weeks, and involves between about 4-5 hours oral practice and homework to be done at home each week.  Compared to the public school curriculum, if a students get a B or better in my French I class, they have completed at least half of French 2 in the public schools and have mastered about 50-70 more vocabulary words than public school students.

For whom is the French I class? 

This class is for the mature student who can handle the workload mentioned above, can understand how grammar fits together, and has developed thinking skills. Learning a foreign language is HARD! It requires a different way of thinking and grammatical concepts with which an immature learner will struggle if he’s not ready. I also caution parents whose children take this class and Biology at the same time unless they are VERY good at memorizing or are a very high achievers.

Should my child take Introduction to French (for the first time or again) or go straight into French I.  

If your child is in 8th grade or lower, please consider the Introduction to French class for at least one or more years until they take ALL their schoolwork seriously. Most boys develop slower cognitively, and maturely than girls.  Certainly there are exceptions to this, but I find that underachieving boys and girls struggle the most in my French I classes. If they struggle with English grammar, they probably need more time. If given a complicated English sentence, can they point out all of these parts: adjectives, adverbs, pronouns, verbs, helping verbs, possessive adjectives, demonstrative adjectives, subject, predicate, prepositions, objects of the preposition, past participles, without any help from you? 

Would my child be behind if he did Introduction to French two or three years in a row? 

That totally depends on your child’s grade.  Certainly if a 5th or 6th grader took Introduction to French for three years he would be able to begin French I in his 8th or 9th year with plenty of time to go through to French 4 (see equivalent information below).  A 9th grader would probably only take Introduction to French for one year, but it is certainly fine for a struggling learner to take it again in 10th.  That child would still be able to finish two language credits (French I and II) before graduating. 

You know your child and how he learns best.  If you have any questions feel free to talk to me about it. 

Basic equivalency information regarding my French classes  

Some parents have asked me equivalency questions such as how a child would do leaving French I and going into public school French 2, or coming into my French 2 after finishing public French 1.  I’ve been teaching French for more than a decade so here’s what I’ve found, and what former students and their parents have told me. 

Students who finish my: 

Introduction to French class:  have no more skills and vocabulary than if they took an elementary level (grades 1-5) French class. 

French I class: have done the equivalent of French I AND MOST of French 2 done in public schools.  Students conceivably test out of college level 101 and a lot of 102, but I recommend they take 101 anyway to get used to the college pace and different vocabulary. 

French 2 class: have easily covered French 3+ public school material and can usually totally test out of one year of college French, and often 201 as well. (NOTE: every former student has told me that from this point on, verbally they are significantly the most advanced speakers in college classes and have authentic accents compared to their classmates)

French 3 class: have covered through French 4/5 public school material and easily test out of at least one year, often two, college levels. Scores on French placement, CLEP, SAT 2 exams are higher than average. 

French 4 class: have covered first or even second college level French literature material and usually score quite high on AP exams, SAT 2 exams, CLEP exams, etc. 
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