Prospectus for English 9  2012-2013
Prerequisite: Students must have completed an English 8 curriculum that included grammar and paragraph writing with a grade of C- or above.
Objectives

The course will be divided equally between grammar, vocabulary building, and reading/comprehension skill development, and writing. Each student will have a vocabulary textbook and a grammar textbook. Our goal is to complete these by May. We will read four novels throughout the course period. Tests and quizzes will be given in each of the three areas; grammar, vocabulary and literature. One or two five paragraph essays will be assigned during the course time after an in depth review of this skill. Various creative assignments will be incorporated throughout the course.

Homework
Homework will be given every week. It is to be completed on time. If an assignment is late, the score/grade for the assignment will be reduced by 10 points, or one grade. Assignments will be accepted one week late. After one week, the parent will be responsible for grading or evaluating the assignment. Every student will receive a homework assignment sheet to be signed EACH WEEK by a parent. Students are expected to have their homework assignment sheets presented to the teacher at the beginning of each class. This is to ensure that parents know exactly what assignments are given each week. If a student does not have the homework assignment sheet signed, the instructor will call or email a parent that day. If the sheet is not signed a second time, Administrative Notice procedures will be followed. Homework should not take more than four or five hours to complete at home each week.  If a student or parent has a question about an assignment, the teacher should receive an email inquiry within TWO days of the class meeting time. If a student has an excused absence, their grades will not be affected.
Some tests and quizzes will be taken at home. A parent must proctor and sign the tests when they are completed. A take home test or quiz will not be accepted without a parent signature.
Curriculum

The parent should purchase the grammar curriculum. The vocabulary curriculum will be purchased by the teacher and distributed it on the first day of class. Ordering in bulk saves money. Novels will be purchased by the student or borrowed from the library.

Grammar- Grammar and Usage  by McDougal Littell 


(Approximate cost is $12 to be purchased by parent.) ISBN 0-395-86394-5 
Vocabulary- Vocabulary for Achievement  by Great Source

(Approximate cost is $14 to be purchased by instructor)

First Novel- To Kill a Mockingbird   by Harper Lee

(Student provides own copy to be brought to the first class meeting)

Copying fee- $12
Vocabulary book - $ to be announced in August.

Additional novels will be chosen from the following book list:
1. Stowaway by Karen Hesse

2. Billy Budd by Herman Mellville
3. Silas Marner by Eliot
4. Mysterious Island by Jules Verne
5. Roll of Thunder, Hear my Cry by Mildred D. Taylor
6. Dave at Night by Levine
Grades
Grades or percentages will be given for all tests, quizzes, and most homework assignments. Given that parents will record final course grades for transcripts, parents may want to use the compilation of grades earned by a student based on the following scale, which I will be using for this course.

90-100 A

80-89 B

70-79 C

60-69 D

Below 60
F

Parent Responsibilities

* Read and sign the homework assignment sheet sent home EVERY week, even if the 
   assignments are not complete.

* Contact the instructor promptly if their son/daughter is having difficulty

.  with the subject or an assignment.
* Pay the book and copy fees the first day of class. 
Student Responsibilities
* Students are expected come to class prepared with all homework assignments, books, a      notebook paper and two pencils, and their homework assignment sheet.
* Students should contact the instructor PRIOR to the morning of the class meeting day if 
   questions arise. Do not wait until the night before the class meets to contact the 

   instructor. It may not be possible for the instructor to respond promptly..
* Students are asked to resign from the “procrastinators club” if they are current 
   members.
Instructor
Theresa Powell 

h) 703 392-5800

c) 703-314-9543

t.powell@chessclasses.org
