The Creatives  
Instructor: Betsy Dill    2012-2013 Course Information
o         Email address: betsydill@verizon.net 
o         Alternative means of communication: 703-803-9447  www.betsydill.com 

What can students expect to learn?  

The Creatives is a studio art class. It includes instruction in classic techniques with many different media. We cover composition, design, finishing techniques, working with acrylic paints, watercolors, oil pastels, polymer clay, natural clay, linoleum block cutting/printing, collage, silk-screening, weaving, more. This class is non-competitive, but students are urged to strive for excellence. Most projects begin in class and are finished as homework. Others may begin in class, are worked on as homework, and finished in the next class. 


What skills will the students acquire?
Students will develop a personal style, strengthen their drawing, painting, printing, and sculpting skills. They will also learn about layout, composition, shading, highlighting, proportion, perspective skills, powers of observation, explore different media, and produce more 3-dimentional looking drawings and paintings. 

By what means will these objectives be achieved? Classroom exploration of style, media, and a little art history. Work ethic is very important to the instructor and factored into the portfolio evaluation. 
Grading, Parent’s Role, and Homework: 
PORTFOLIO EVALUATIONS:

Let me know at the beginning of the year if you want me to provide an evaluation of your teen’s strengths as well as areas that need improvement.  If you wish a numeric grade I can also provide that. No holiday assignments!
Credit for this class: 1 

Note: In a traditional high school setting, students attend an elective class for approx. 4-5 hours a week. Homeschoolers aren’t subject to classroom routines, so they can probably accomplish this in half that time (which is only about 1 to 1-1/2 hours of art homework in addition to the one hour class they attend each week) depending on how fast they naturally work. 

If a numeric grade is desired: 

40% Class participation, work ethic, & behavior (includes attitude & cleaning up messes.)
60% creative interpretation of assignment and quality of work. While I am more concerned with product than meeting a deadline, those who habitually turn in late work will earn a lower grade.
Parent’s Role: Students should be reminded to send email photo attachments of all finished projects if an evaluation is desired. Most projects are finished at home. NOTE: If your teen gives a project or homework sketch away as a gift, please take a photo of it with a digital camera if possible and email the attachment to Ms. Dill first, then place the print in the student’s home portfolio
When homework is considered late: After the teacher’s deadline. Exceptions for this are written excuses from parents due to illness, or travel plans reported ahead of the missed assignment. Just stay in touch. If students are sick or will be out of town, they can get the assignment ahead of time. I send out a homework reminder by email and post it on the CHESS website as well.  
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Bring the first four supplies to every Creatives class:
1. Any size sketch pad. (8 x 10” would be the very smallest to buy.) Lefties should chose a sketchbook with the spiral on TOP, not on the side                                                                           2. #2 pencils and/or mechanical pencils                                                                                     3. Hand-held pencil sharpener                                                                                                           4. Erasers (“kneaded” erasers leave no messy crumbles)
Sometimes necessary but I email before each class when these are needed:

►Crayola Markers 8 or 10 regular colors 


►Crayola Colored Pencils (or any good brand with soft lead)


►Oil pastels (not chalk pastels)

►2 oz. acrylic paint bottles (unless you have FULL SIZE tubes of acrylic paints. No tiny “starter” tubes). I will email the night before class if students are to bring their paints to class. white, black, and primary colors (red, yellow, blue) and any other colors you like. (Purples, browns, and hot pinks are hard to mix)
►Two Brushes: A medium sized “round” of natural bristles like a #4 -#6 sable or other watercolor brush, and one of the same size in synthetic bristles (acrylic paint destroys brushes). Perhaps a tiny 00 or 0 size brush for details. Use ONLINE Michael’s & AC Moore’s weekly coupons. Good brushes are expensive.

►OPTIONAL: used on occasion: scissors, set of permanent black drawing pens or cheaper ULTRA fine black Sharpie marker.
►Old shirt or smock is helpful to protect clothes on occasion.

Supply fee: $40 yearly. 

MICHAEL’S AND A. C. MOORE have online coupons, especially around holidays when they frequently offer 50-55% off. (They will honor each other’s coupons)
PROJECTS vary each year and I strive for variety whenever I can still cover the necessary skills. Each year, we create sculptures, cut linoleum blocks for stamping, study portraits, figure drawing, watercolors, collage, paint one 16” by 20” stretched canvas suitable for framing, but the rest of the projects vary each year.
I try to post exceptional drawings on the CHESS website                                                             and display students’ artwork in a CHESS show at the end of each year! 

Special Christmas and Mother’s Day projects
