2012-2013 CHESS Chemistry Lab Prospectus
Camilla Rivera - Instructor

CHESS Chemistry Lab Course Information
· Mrs. Rivera’s contact information: camilla.rivera@chessclasses.org  or Home Phone: 703-815-0215

· We will meet once a week for Chemistry Labs. During the hour each week, we will concentrate on completing the labs. Also, answers to all assigned homework will be given and some discussion will take place during this hour, and students can always ask questions. Homework will be checked for completion, and tests are collected or distributed.   
· Expect to work at minimum of an hour a day on chemistry.
· Course objectives
· This course is designed to be a first-year high school chemistry course and gives the student a rigorous foundation in chemistry, in order to prepare the student for a college-level course.
· The students will learn significant figures, units, classification, the mole concept, stoichiometry, thermochemistry, thermodynamics, kinetics, acids and bases, redox reactions, solutions, atomic structure, lewis structures, molecular geometry, the gas laws, and equilibrium. 
· The student will cover 1 module every two weeks. Homework will be assigned every day, and will include reading and homework problems. 
· After completion of this class, students will be very well-prepared for a tough university chemistry course.
· Please feel free to contact me at home by phone or email if you have any questions about chemistry. We do not have enough time in class to cover everything, and I expect the student will have difficulties sometime during the 33 week class.

· Chemistry is a 1 credit high school course
· Algebra is a prerequisite.
· No honors is available at this time
Grading Information
A combination of Tests, labs, and homework count for the Biology grade
· Tests are worth 55% of grade, labs are 35%, and homework is 10%.
· A number grade and a letter grade will be issued for the 1st semester, 2nd semester, and the year.  
90-100%=A, 80-89%=B, 70-79%=C, 60-69%=D.

Grading Procedures:
· Tests are taken at home and are provided and graded by the instructor.
· Every lab is graded by the instructor. When grading, the instructor looks for correct answers, good details, following instructions, completing any necessary assignments at home, and writing a decent summary and conclusion of the lab.
· A homework grade is issued for completion in a timely manner and is issued weekly.
What to expect from the Chemistry Teacher
· Several schedules are provided, including a detailed daily schedule for every module assigning homework, reading, and lab work for each day of chemistry. This includes days we meet at CHESS and days the students are at home

· Provide answers to the Module Review Questions, Practice Problems, and Extra Practice Problems.

· Provide tests for students.

· Lab Documentation. 

· In module 1-6, all labs are typed up by the instructor and the students fill in their answers.

· Starting at module 7, the students are expected to write-up most of their own labs. The instructor will then provide Lab Write-up Guideline.

· Provide all materials for every lab, including some preliminary work done in advance.

· Answer any questions about assigned homework. (This can be done in class, before/after class, email, or over the phone.)
Homework/Test/Lab Policy
	Homework
	Homework is considered “On Your Own Problems” (OYO), Review Questions (RQ), Practice Problems, and optional Extra Practice Problems (EPP). Always bring homework to class. Place in homework binder behind the corresponding Module Tab. (Example Module 2 OYO are filed behind the Mod 2 tab in the homework binder.)

	
	Homework is due at the beginning of class every week. No homework, no credit. Partial homework earns partial credit. Homework completed, but left at home, is still no homework. 

	
	Homework one week late is worth 50% of original points assigned. No credit is given for homework more than one week late. 

	
	If student is absent, no homework points are given or deducted. The missing homework will not be counted against the student and will be removed from the semester and final grade. 

	
	The next module’s homework schedule and information is sent home in the test folder.

	Tests
	Whenever a test is sent home with the student, the student is expected to return the completed test the following week in the test folder provided by the instructor.

	
	Options will be provided to give student a chance to improve their test score.

	Labs
	Labs are turned in for grading with the module test in the test folder.  (Example: Lab 1.1 is turned in at the same time as the Module 1 test, in the test folder.) 

	
	Keep all graded and returned labs. Once the lab has been graded, place in the lab notebook provided by the instructor. The lab notebook will not need to be brought every week, but will be turned in at the end of each semester for a grade.


Missed Class Policy
	
	Student
	Parent

	Unscheduled
Absences

(sick, traffic, family crisis)
	· Continue on with assignments.

· If a make-up lab is possible, the student is responsible to complete. (Parent should schedule with Mrs. Rivera, but student must follow through.)
	· Pick-up or drop off test folder if possible

· Contact the instructor within 24 hours to help determine when/if missed lab will be completed. No contact will result in a zero for the missed lab.
· Contact Mrs. Taylor if possible to let us know student will not be in class.

	Scheduled Absences
	· Keep current with chemistry schedule. 

· If a test is due the day the student is absent, the test is still due. (Student can hand the test in one week early, or mail to instructor.)
· If absent on a day the test folder is passed out, student must return to class the following week with the test taken. (Not receiving your test is not an excuse.)
· Make up the missed lab when scheduled. (Parent should schedule, but student must follow through.)
	Instructor must be contacted at least two weeks prior to absence so 

· Arrangements can be made to copy all handouts students will be missing on day of biology class. 

· Any missed labs can be scheduled in advance. 

It is better to let the instructor know as soon as possible about an absence. When contacting Mrs. Rivera, let her know the last day of class your student will be attending before absence, and day(s) student will be missing class(es). 
No contact will result in a zero for the missed lab and the missed homework.


Required Materials
· One book is required: Apologia Exploring Creation with Chemistry 2nd Edition the text book. Textbook: 1-932012-26-5 or 978-1-932012-26-2 ($59.00 or less) 
· Students must have a calculator that can use scientific notation. (Usually called a scientific calculator.) It is strongly suggested that you purchase the required calculator for any math classes to be taken in the future. This will help the student become familiar with the calculator. (If you are purchasing a new calculator, be sure it is a calculator that can be used during the SAT tests.) Bring the calculator to every class.

· Lab fee of $50. 
· 3-Ring Binder to hold chemistry material. 
· Bring one clean and empty 2-liter soda bottle on the first day of class.

Other Apologia Chemistry Material you might want to consider but are not required
· Chemistry Multimedia Companion CD ($15.00 or less). This is not necessary, but pronounces all new words, and shows some chemical equations mentioned in book. The book contains a picture to indicate an appropriate video is available to watch. Do not purchase this if you are buying the book on CD rom.
· Chemistry MP3 Audio CD ($15.00 or less). Not necessary, but contains just the book read to you. This is a wonderful extra tool for the audio student, or the student that has trouble reading.
· Optional Solution Manual: Exploring Creation with Chemistry 2nd Edition Solutions Manual 
The solution manual would be for the parent and not the student. This book is only necessary if a parent is willing to help the student with chemistry. The instructor will provide the student with answers in class, so the manual is optional.

The Role of the Student
1. Students are expected to follow the daily schedule, and complete, check and correct all assigned homework. (Answers to homework will be provided in class every week.)
2. Students, you should not have access to the “Solution and Tests for Exploring Creation with Chemistry.” If your parents have the solution manual, you can ask them to check your answers.
3. Every week a lab is conducted in class, the student is expected to read through the lab at least once before class starts. A detailed schedule will be given to each student with the name of each lab to be conducted every week.

4. Ask questions. If you don’t understand something, then please ask questions. (You can ask your parent, the instructor, or even another chemistry student. Just be sure to ask someone.)
5. A missed class may result in a missed lab. After any absence, students must approach the teacher for all materials to take home and complete the missed lab at home or during a free period at CHESS. If the student does not ask for this material, a zero will be given for that lab.

6. Students must bring the following items every week: pencil and pen, chemistry book, homework 
3-ring binder, and a calculator. 

7. If you receive a ‘C’ or below on a test, then you must turn in test corrections. This is necessary because once the material is introduced; it is needed for each and every module that follows. Therefore, if you do not have a firm grasp on the preceding module, you cannot possibly do well on the current module.
8. Dress appropriately for labs. We will occasionally use an open flame. On days with labs involving flames: No loose or baggy long sleeves and all long hair must be pulled back! 

9. Every week students will be required to clean up their lab work. This sometimes requires getting their hands wet by washing some “dishes” and cleaning off tables. All tables must be cleared off, wiped, and all lab equipment put away before any student can leave the room for their next class. 
The Role of the Parent
Chemistry requires a working knowledge of algebra and the skills to manipulate equations. Algebra will be used throughout the 16 modules of the chemistry book. The first two modules are very heavy math modules. If the student can make it through the first two modules, then they can make it through the chemistry book. If the student had a tough time in algebra, then expect the same in chemistry. 
1. Most problems with chemistry are really with algebra. Ultimately, it is the responsibility of the parent to see that the student is capable of correctly completing the algebra necessary for chemistry. If you know your student is weak in algebra skills, then expect to work with your student the first few modules or hire an algebra tutor for the first few weeks, and consider enrolling your student in the lecture class.
2. Decide if you will be the parent that is hands-on with chemistry, or completely hands-off. 

a. If you cannot help your student, then I strongly suggest the lecture portion for your student. Also, at the beginning of the year, please let me know that you will not be helping your student.

b. If you are going to help your student then you will need the solutions manual. However, if you get too busy and find out you cannot help the student, do not be tempted to hand them the solutions manual. Have the students ask questions in class.

3. Some students work great alone, but most will need some help. Parents, be there for your student. If they are having a difficult time with chemistry, work with them. This doesn’t mean you must read the chemistry book, however, that can’t hurt. Help them figure out their questions, encourage them to keep trying, make them ask questions, or give the instructor a call. Just having someone by their side during this difficult class can be a big help. 
4. If you have the Solutions Manual, keep in your possession at all times. Students should not have any access to the Solutions Manual at any time.
a. Homework answers: The instructor will provide the answers to the practice problems, review questions, and extra practice problems in class. The students are expected to ask for help if they do not understand something instead of looking in the solutions manual. Parents, if you are willing to help your student in chemistry, then by all means you may use the solution manual. Do not just hand them the solutions manual. Guide them to correctly completing the problem without showing them the manual. 
b. Test Corrections. Do not be tempted to show them the answers while making test corrections. Make them research, ask questions and figure it out themselves. They are not learning if they are copying straight from the answers.
5. Parents must proctor the test. I will provide all material necessary for the test except scratch paper, pencil and calculator. 
a. A test occurs one day every two weeks.

b. The parent (or another adult) must be in the room with the student while taking the test. Parents, you can be completely hands-off in chemistry, except this part. 
c. While the student is taking the test; all notes, photocopied material, phone, email, the chemistry book and the solution guide must be removed from the student’s possession. If students need extra paper to finish the test, provide them with blank paper, or plain lined paper.
d. When the student is finished with the test, the parent should look over each and every test question to be sure the student completed all questions. If the student skipped a problem, ask them to try and complete the skipped problem. 

e. After it is determined the student is finished, I expect the parent to immediately place the test in the envelope provided. Seal the test. Sign over the seal, and place the date the test was taken somewhere on the envelope, and place the envelope in the test folder.
6. Unlike previous science classes, there are no take-home chemistry labs. The exception might be a make-up lab due to an illness. 
7. Contact the instructor when your student misses chemistry. If no contact from the parent, then a zero will be given for all homework and labs on the day student was absent. 

8. If a student is ill for several days, please contact me to discuss the rescheduling of homework.
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