C.H.E.S.S. Algebra 1  2012-2013
Teacher:  Mrs. Laurie Capen

13250 Catharpin Valley Dr

Gainesville, VA 20155

Email:  GeoCapen@aol.com
Cell:  703-606-0102

Text :  ISBN: 0395977223 / ISBN-13: 9780395977224

McDougal Littell Algebra: Structure & Method: Student Edition Book 1
Alibris.com or ebay is a great source for these books.

Class Description:  This is a college preparatory high school mathematics class.  Algebra is the most important high school math course your student will take as all other math courses are based on the skills learned in this course.  Mastery of these concepts is essential.  The course will cover pre-algebra review, working with real numbers, solving equations and problems, polynomials, factoring polynomials, fractions, applying fractions, introduction to functions, systems of linear equations, inequalities, rational and irrational numbers, and quadratic functions.  There will be a $20 copy fee collected at the first class.  
Prerequisite:  None.  Students should be in 8th grade or higher.  7th grade students will be accepted by teacher permission only.  Those who have completed a previous course in pre-Algebra will be the most successful.   Students are asked to complete a placement test.  The test can be found at:  http://group.calvertschool.org/website/documentlibrary/HS04AlgebraPlacementTest.pdf.  Please write what curriculum was used for pre-Algebra (including grade level…i.e. don’t just say Saxon) at the top of the placement test.  Students will work with a calculator and by hand so students must have strong basic math skills.  Proficient knowledge of multiplication tables is critical for success in this class and should be reviewed over the summer if necessary.  Students should own and already know how to use their own calculator.  A Texas Instruments TI-83 or newer is the strongly recommended calculator for this course.  Other calculators are permitted but be advised my Algebra 2 and Precalculus courses will require this calculator so students would be better off getting comfortable now.  Again, ebay is a great source for these.
Class Materials:  Textbook(s), Binder or notenook, graph paper, pencil,  calculator.

Classes:  Classes will meet Mondays and Wednesdays.  Classes will consist of problem review and instruction.
Homework:    We will cover one to two lessons per class meeting.  Homework will take about 4 hours per week.  Late or incomplete homework will not be accepted.  Homework will be considered incomplete if less than 75 percent done.  I may spot check homework at each class and randomly collect homework to be graded for completeness.
Tests:  Students will complete tests at home proctored by parents and graded by the teacher.  Tests will be sent home and are due at the start of class.  Tests will be untimed and always closed book.  Students may not receive any assistance on tests.  Students must show all work to receive credit.  Partial credit will be awarded.  Late tests will be marked down one letter grade for each class meeting they are late.  Late tests should be brought to Mrs. Capen the next CHESS day.  Absence will not be an excuse for not submitting tests in a timely manner.  Students should make prior arrangements (even if absence is due to illness) with Mrs. Capen if they will not be present to submit work.
Grading:  Grades will be assigned on a traditional scale of 100.  An ‘A’ is 90 or above, ‘B’ is 80-89, etc.  Tests are worth 80 percent of the grade, homework/classwork is 20 percent.  Two term grades and one final grade will be issued.
 Letters of Recommendation:  Mrs. Capen will gladly write letters of recommendation for students who have at least a ‘B’ in the course.  

Communication:  Email is the preferred method of communication for parents and students.  Questions regarding subject material should be reserved for class time.  Parents may email me with questions or concerns regarding their student’s progress at any time.    Parents should email me with absences at least 24 hours in advance if possible and no later than within 24 hours of the class meeting.  Students will be responsible for all missed work whether the absence is excused or unexcused.
Expectations of Students:  Come to class on time and prepared with homework and assigned reading.  Pre-reading the lesson will maximize what the student gets out of the class and allow time to work the more difficult problems in class, reducing the amount of homework.  Students are expected to begin taking ownership and responsibility for their own learning
Expectations of Parents:  Please review student expectations…students at this level of high school are expected to begin taking ownership and responsibility for their own learning.  Parents are asked to proctor exams so as to not detract from teaching time. Parents should ensure homework is completed but should not have to grade or correct mistakes.   Help with homework is permitted, especially at the beginning of the year but students should progress to greater independence as the year goes on.  No outside assistance is permitted on tests under any circumstances.  Mrs. Capen will notify parents of students who are not meeting the requirements early on before students fall behind.  If homework is taking an excessive amount of time, then parents should contact Mrs. Capen to discuss possible solutions.
I look forward to sharing this chapter of your educational journey and please do not hesitate to contact me with questions and or concerns.

