2012-2013 CHESS Advanced Biology Lab Prospectus
Human Anatomy

Camilla Rivera - Instructor
CHESS Advanced Biology Lab Course Information
· Mrs. Rivera’s contact information
· camilla.rivera@chessclasses.org
· Home Phone: 703.815.0215
· Mailing Address: 14806 Hartlaub Court, Centreville, VA 20120
· We will meet once a week for Advanced Biology Labs. During the hour each week a combination of any (or all) of these items will occur:

· Assigned lab will be completed

· Homework will be checked for completion

· Answers to current homework will be given

· Discussion of current module will occur

· Questions about current module will be answered. 
· The instructor will provide a schedule for reading, homework, and labs. Expect to work at least an hour a day on advanced biology. (On the day we meet at CHESS, no other homework is assigned.)

· The instructor will also provide tests, and grade tests and labs. 
· Course objectives

· This course is designed to be the second year of high school biology. This is Apologia’s advanced biology course. Combined with Exploring Creation with Biology, it gives the student the equivalent of a university biology course.  
· The students will review the first year of Biology in the first module, and then learn the anatomy and the physiology of the human body’s 11 organ systems in detail.
· It is also possible to take the Biology AP exam in May, while taking this class, but this test does require extensive outside studying for exactly what is given on this test. If this is a goal, please contact the instructor for suggestions on achieving this goal.
· The student will cover one module every two weeks. Homework will be assigned every day, and will include reading and homework problems. We will meet once a week to complete the assigned labs. 
· Advanced Biology is a one credit high school lab course 
· Prerequisite: Biology    

· Suggested Prerequisite: Chemistry
Grading Information
A combination of Tests, labs, and homework count for the Biology grade
· Tests are worth 55% of grade, labs are 35%, and homework is 10%.
· A number grade and a letter grade will be issued for the 1st semester, 2nd semester, and the year.  90-100%=A, 80-89%=B, 70-79%=C, 60-69%=D.

Grading Procedures:
· Tests are graded by the instructor. 
· Labs are graded by the instructor and turned in with the corresponding Module test. Lab grading will consist of checking for correct answers, good details, following instructions, completing any necessary assignments at home, and writing a decent summary and conclusion of the lab.
· Homework is checked/corrected by the student in class. Homework points are earned for completion of homework, not for accuracy.
Homework/Test Policy
· Homework is due at the beginning of class. No homework, no credit. Partial homework earns partial credit. 
· Homework one week late is worth 50% of original points assigned. No credit is given for homework more than one week late.
· All assigned homework should be completed before taking the Module test. 
· Tests are taken at home and are provided by the instructor.
· Whenever a test is sent home with the student, the student is expected to return the completed test the following week.

· Students are assigned to take the test the day after advanced biology meets. 

· Students have the test for one entire week and are considered late if not returned at the beginning of the next class, and late points will be deducted from final score. 
· If you miss class, and a test was due, you still must turn in a test.

Missed Class Policy

It is important that the student come to every class, although I realize that due to sickness, vacation, and possibly even traffic this may not be possible. 
What should you do if an unscheduled absence occurs?
1. If possible, contact Mrs. Taylor before class to let us know your student will not be in class.
2. Parents must contact Mrs. Rivera by email, phone or in person at CHESS within 24 hours of the missed class. No contact from the parent will result in a zero for the homework and lab missed that day.
3. Either a test was due or a test was sent home on the day missed.

· If a test was handed out during the absence, it is up to the parents/students to make arrangements to pick-up the test or have the test mailed to the student. The test is still due back the next week. (Ideas: A sibling, friend, or carpool parent can bring home the material. If all else fails, you can ask the instructor to mail the test.)
· If a test was due on the missed day, the test is still due. The student can send the test in with a parent, sibling, or friend, or the test can be mailed to the instructor. The test will not be counted late if it is received within 3 days from the due date.  If the test is turned in the next class, one grade level will automatically be deducted for a late test. (The labs can be turned in the next week and do not need to be mailed.)
4. All missed labs must be rescheduled. It is the responsibility of the student to make up the lab Monday or Wednesday during a free period at CHESS. Students must contact the instructor so the necessary supplies are brought to CHESS. A zero lab grade will be on the student’s grades until the lab is completed.
5. The homework schedule continues. You must show up to class the next week with both last week’s homework and this week’s homework completed. 

If this absence is due to illness, then it is between the parent and the student when to resume work in Advanced Biology, but all effort must be made to catch the student up as quickly as possible. Please contact me if the illness lasts more than a few days, together we can work out some schedule to make up the missed work.
What should you do if a scheduled absence occurs?
1. Parents should contact me by email, phone or in person at CHESS at least three weeks in advance of the missed class. No contact from the parent will result in a zero for the homework and lab missed that day.
2. We will work together to figure out what will be missed, and how the student should make up the work. 

If you forget to tell me about a known absence, then just treat it as an unscheduled absence and show up to the next class with all the work completed.

Required Materials
· One book is required: Apologia The Human Body: Fearfully and Wonderfully Made the text book (hardback) 
· Textbook ISBN: 978-1-932012-09-5 ($65.00 or less)
· Lab fee of $55. This covers all items needed to provide the student with tests, test folders, lab binders, and of course all the necessary lab equipment and supplies. 

· 3- Ring binder. The student’s name must appear on the outside of this binder.
· Two Sets of Tab Dividers, 8-Tabs each set. Place tabs in 3-ring binder and label: mod 1, mod 2, mod 3, … , mod 15, mod 16. 
· Set of 24 (or more) colored pencils. These should be brought to class every week.

Other Apologia Biology Material you might want to consider but are not required
· Multimedia Companion CD ($15.00 or less). This is not necessary, but pronounces all new words, and shows some videos of actual labs. To be honest, lots of parents buy this CD, but most students never look at it. Do not purchase this if you are buying the book on CD rom.
· MP3 Audio Book CD ($15.00 or less). Not necessary, but contains just the book read to you. This is a wonderful extra tool for the audio student, or the student that has trouble reading. Student can actually follow along in their book, while some else is reading out loud. 
· Solutions and Tests for the Human Body: Fearfully and Wonderfully Made! (softcover). This book is optional. Answers to all homework problems will be provided in class. Therefore this solutions manual is optional, and should only be used by the parent to help students with answers. If this manual is purchased, parents must keep it in their possession at all times. 
Where to order the books and CDs
The books can be ordered from many online sources. Here are some of my favorite websites:
· The official Apologia website: www.highschoolscience.com
· My favorite cheap and fast website: www.rocksolidinc.com
· Not fast, but certainly cheap and where you might be buying other things: www.rainbowresource.com
The Role of the Parent
Parents, since this class is for older students, there are only a few things I expect from the parent: 

· Guide the students as necessary to help them take ownership and responsibility for their own learning in this class. 
· A detailed schedule will be provided, and most students should be able to follow through on their own. However, some students may still need some guidance when sticking to a schedule. If you have one of these students, please help your student follow the schedule. Someday they just may figure schedules out, or they will hire a secretary to help them!
· The optional “Solutions and Tests” softcover has the solutions necessary for the student to use and check their module study guide questions. However the tests and test solutions are also in this book. Parents, if you have this book, please keep it in your possession at all times. If the student needs an answer, then take the time to look up the answer, give them the answer, and help them with the problem. Do not just hand them the answer book. Remember, answers will be provided in the next class, so they can always get the answer in class.
· Parents must proctor the test. A test will occur once every two weeks. All necessary material for the test will be provided. The student just needs a pencil to take the test. 
· The test is sent home in the “Test Folder”. 

· While the student is taking the test; phones, electronic devices, email, the textbook and the solution book must be removed from the student’s possession. 
· Parent should look over each and every test to be sure the student completed all questions, place the test in an envelope, seal the envelope, and sign and date over the envelope seal.
· Please contact me as soon as a scheduled absence is known. (At least three weeks notice would be great.) I will work with the parents to decide what will be the best course to make up any absences.

· A parent must contact me within one day of an unscheduled absence. (See missed class policy for more details.)
· If a student is ill for several days, please contact me to discuss the rescheduling of homework.
The Role of the Student
· Students are expected to follow the schedule, and complete, check and correct all assigned homework. 

· The student is expected to complete a lab write-up for each and every lab conducted in the class. Portions of this lab write-up should be completed at home.

· A missed class is a missed lab. After any absence, students must approach the teacher to schedule a make-up lab. This make-up lab may be conducted at CHESS during any free period the student has at CHESS (Monday or Wednesday). If the student does not ask for this material, a zero will be given for that lab. 

· Students must bring the following items every week: pencil or pen, colored pencils, Textbook, and the homework 3-ring binder. 
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