2012-2013 CHESS CLASSES

3-D Art 
Instructor: Betsy Dill     betsydill@verizon.net      www.betsydill.com      703-803-9447
This is a great option for students who might not consider themselves talented in the classic sense of drawing and painting, but enjoy hands-on activities and need an elective. Of course artistic students always enjoy this class! 

3-D Art (three-dimensional art) is any hand-made, three-dimensional object or space that communicates and/or explores ideas, thoughts, and emotions. 

Practically speaking: 3-D ART is not perfectly flat. You can usually walk around most of it and see all sides.  

-Changes in light make 3-D artwork look slightly different.

-Careful attention must be paid to balance so the sculpture will stand or hang correctly without toppling over (and breaking apart).

-Edges and pieces must be finished with careful craftsmanship so that raw edges are not seen (unless appropriate for certain projects).

The Benefits of Art: In controlled studies, art-like activities have proven to be beneficial (often in an indirect way) in the pursuit of all other subject areas, even if those areas that seemingly have nothing to do with what is labeled "art." 

The skills gained from art-like activities easily apply to a multitude of subjects and vocations. Art improves observational and perceptive skills, descriptive skills, analytical skills, motor skills (hand-eye coordination), problem-solving skills, transformational skills, interpretational skills, and evaluative skills. 
GOALS OF THE CLASS
To develop problem-solving capabilities in an enjoyable hands-on setting

Demonstrate an understanding of design elements and principles

Demonstrate craftsmanship and knowledge of art media
Demonstrate increased skill in construction and finishing of artworks 
Appreciate the importance of artworks as emotional and thematic statements
 Examine and discuss personal artwork, and respectfully comment on the work of peers.
Appreciate the importance of art of other times and other cultures

Interpreting a theme with a 3-dimensional work of art in the student’s own personal style
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Students should make a sincere attempt to keep up with deadlines. We may be working on two different projects in the same class, depending on the student.
Parent’s Role & Homework: 
Students MUST send email photo attachments of all finished projects if an evaluation is desired. These can be taken with cell phone cameras or digital cameras. Most projects are finished at home. Please encourage your teen to keep up with those photo attachments! 
Credits & Homework: 

3-D ART = 1 credit.  In a traditional high school setting, students attend an elective class for approx. 4-5 hours a week. Homeschoolers aren’t subject to classroom routines, so they can probably accomplish this in half that time (which is only about 1 to 1-1/2 hours of art homework in addition to the one hour class they attend each week) depending on how fast they naturally work. I send out a homework reminder by email and post it on the CHESS website as well. No tests and no holiday assignments. A well-crafted project is the ultimate goal.
Portfolio Evaluations:

At the beginning of the year, let me know if you would like a portfolio evaluation (and/or final numeric grade) of projects, listing the student’s strengths as well as areas that need improvement.  
If a numeric grade is desired: 

40% Class participation, work ethic, & behavior (includes showing up with correct materials for class and cleaning up messes.)
60% creative interpretation of assignment and quality of work. While I am more concerned with product than meeting a deadline, those who habitually turn in late work will earn a lower grade. 
PROJECTS vary each year and I strive for variety whenever I can still cover the necessary skills. Even when the media remains the same from year-to-year, we may use them in new ways for new projects. I’m still in the planning stage, but here are a few projects for 2012-2013:
Famous Artist Wall Clock! (Yes, it will keep time!)

Metal Punching 

Clear Tape Casts of guitars, hands, vases, whatever, embellished with transparent paint, filled w/other materials

Pastel Fresco Secco A modern twist on an ancient technique (think Leonardo’s Last Supper on plaster!)
Model Architecture framework
Venetian Volto Mask
Corn Husk Thanksgiving Wreath

“Found Materials” Assemblage Art    

Soft Sculpture “Giant Food”

Air-Dry Clay (& Bread Dough) sculptures

Polymer Clay sculptures

Reconstructed Book w/theme & embellishments
Paper Mache Casts

Wire and Multi Media sculptures

Stables/Mobiles

Nature Mosaic

Foam Core & Raffia Horse
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MATERIALS FEE  
$25 EACH semester (So sorry, but most 3-D art supplies are pricey, and cheapest when bought in bulk.) $25 due at the beginning of the semester, September 2012 and $25 due at the beginning of the second semester, January 2013. This covers materials used during the year including one bottle of Weld Bond glue, foam core board, yarn, basket core rope, polymer & air dry clay, plaster of Paris, metal panels,  wire, felt, hot glue gun glue sticks, mobile/stabile materials, cloth for soft sculptures, mask molds,       (and the list goes on)! 3-D Art is extremely materials-intensive, and students need to provide some basic materials (most available at dollar stores). See student list below.

3-D STUDENT SUPPLY LIST: Items marked * are usually available at Dollar Tree stores
*2 rolls of clear packing tape (wide, no filaments)

*glue sticks (4 sticks /$1)

* box cutters
* poster boards  2/$1 also in COLORS. Also at pricier Office Depot, Wal-Mart, CVS,  etc.

* Scissors (This kind of work will destroy even sturdy scissors, so don’t bring your mom’s good ones)
*Markers (any water base, unscented markers are fine)
*Fine & Ultra fine”PERMANENT BLACK SHARPIE BRAND PENS (or similar markers)

These supplies are available from Michael’s or A C Moore (Use coupons!): 

One large package of “Rigid Wrap” plaster-impregnated gauze. We might need two, but begin with one.
Acrylic Paint: Minimum size: 2 oz. bottles or large tubes (both often on sale) & brushes for acrylic paints: 

Basic small set of pastel chalks—might be in Wal-Mart or Dollar stores in the kids’ art section
ONE bottle of ALEENE’S brand FAST DRYING TACKY GLUE in purple bottle (?)
Assorted scraps of soft material &/or fiberfill kicking around the house for soft sculptures) I’ll provide most.
Sketch pad—about 9 x 12” or larger --a cheap one will do, or just some printer paper. These are used to work out problems in advance of actual construction, not to show a high degree of drawing proficiency (although that is always welcome). If I can tell what it is, and can see you have solved some construction problems, I’m happy!
Old shirt or smock to protect clothes on occasion.

I try to post exceptional drawings on the CHESS website                                                             and display students’ artwork in a CHESS show at the end of each year!
Special Christmas and Mother’s Day projects
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